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LONE SOCIALIST IN CONGRESS EXPOSES WORLD 
CRIME OF PREPAREDNES 




LITARISM AND WAR 



WASHINGTON. — Declaring that the United States is menaced by 
no foreign power and that agitation for increases in the army 
and navy is the result primarily of artificial stimulation emanat- 
ing from private manufacturers of munitions of war, Representative 
Meyer London, Socialist, denounced preparedness in the House, Tues- 
day, Jan. 18. 

He declared that, unless the war was terminated soon, it would be 
followed by the bloodiest and most gigantic revolution in history. He 
insisted that the time for peace had arrived and urged favorable con- 
sideration of his resolution for international peace, introduced on the 
first day of the current session. 

Thruout the address, which lasted almost forty-five minutes, London 
was followed with closest attention by his colleagues, who interrupted 
frequently with applause. In the galleries, spectators bent forward as 
if eager to catch every word of the Socialist Congressman, and bursts 
of applause were suppressed by attendants. 

When London had concluded his address, his time was extended to 
answer questions from his colleagues. Reluctantly the Socialist was per- 
mitted to leave the floor. The business before the House pressed for 
attention. 

The "question box," which reminded one of the wind-up of a rousing 
street corner meeting, was even more interesting than the address itself. 
Questions were asked, not in a spirit of controversy, but as if the 
representatives propounding them were earnestly solicitous of being 
informed. Their attitude indicated that they regarded the Socialist as 
one qualified to speak with authority, and his answers were in the main 
received with expressions of satisfaction and approval. 

When London left the speaker's rostrum he was surrounded by 
Democrats and Republicans, who congratulated him heartily. His speech 
in full as published in The Congressional Record, omitting the questions 
and answers that followed, which will appear in next week's issue of 
The American Socialist, was as follows: 

Under a special order of the House the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. London) is recognized for A5 minutes. 

R. LONDON. Mr. Speaker, we are all more or 4 less the 
creatures of environment. The word "preparedness" seems 
to be on the lips of everyone. We all talk preparedness. 

Nobody asks the question what is this preparedness for, what 
are we to prepare against, whom we are to prepare against. It 
seems but logical that when we use the word "preparedness" the 
question whom and" against what are we to prepare should im- 
mediately suggest itself. 

Modern wars are wars of more than one nation against an- 
other. They are wars of combinations of groups of nations. When 
we now talk about being prepared we must imply preparation 
against the contingency of fighting a combination of nations. 

If it was possible for revolutionary France to ally herself 
with the most reactionary nation in Europe, with the absolute 
monarchy of Russia; if it was possible for England, that has 
given to the world the free Republic of the United States and the 
Dominion of Canada and the Commonwealth of Australia, and 
has laid the foundation of constitutional law — if it was possihle 
i or EhglaTKt to ally herself with 
Russian czarism, what is there 
to prevent a combination of 
France, England, Germany, Ja- 
pan. Russia, Italy, Portugal, 
Denmark, and all other powers 
against the United States? 

And if we are to prepare we 
should prepare against a pos- 
sible combination of all Euro- 
pean powers. We would then 
have to construct a navy large 
enough to fight the combined 
navies of the world. We would 
have to build up an army larger 
than any that has ever been 
organized in this or any other 
country. 

» * • • 

MONEY IN PREPAREDNESS. 

WHAT IS this talk of pre- 
paredness all about? Let us 
analyze it. I will waste no time 
in proving that there is money 
in the manufacture of muni- 
tions. 

Of course, there is money in 
it. The manufacturer of muni- 
tions has an elastic conscience. 
A man who can make profits 
out of the business of manufact- 
uring death-dealing instruments 
has a conscience that will adapt 
itself to anything. He will buy 
officials, he will corrupt, he will 
acquire and control newspapers, 
he will influence ministers of 
the gospel, he will defile all 
political life. 

In the manufacture of muni- 
tions there is no soul. I am not 
interested in the question of 
how much profit there is in the 
manufacture of death-bringing 
munitions. One thing is certain, 
and that is, that no matter 
how the war results the business of 
manufacturing munitions will be 
taken out of private hands in every 
civilized country of the world and be- 
come a Government function. (Ap- 
plause.) 

LASHES IMPERIALISTS. 

WHEN YOU investigate this mat- 
ter of preparedness you will find that 
the manufacturers of munitions have 
the largest share in creating this 
sentiment, but they are not the ex- 
clusive authors of it. 

There are other elements, there is 
the insidious conspiracy, the secretive 
element of the American imperialist. 
These are the elements which are 
responsible for the acquisition of the 
Philippine Islands and Porto Rico in 
1898. These are the captains of in- 
dustry who undertook ^to be the 



guardians of the American people. 
They are the men who want to in- 
fluence world affairs. They are the 
men who seek foreign markets and 
foreign colonies. They have not the 
courage to say so, but they would like 
to have an army and a navy large 
enough to be able to coerce Europe, 
to be able to coerce the rest of the 
world into yielding to American cap- 
ital new spheres of influence, new 
colonies, new empires. 

The 600,000 noble men who respond- 
ed to the call of President McKinley 
in the Spanish-American War believed 
they were fighting to liberate oppres- 
sed Cuba. That was the belief of the 
men who were sacrificing their lives, 
but Uncle Sam's imperialists im- 
mediately proceeded to reward them- 
selves, were quick to take advantage 
of the movement of liberation, acquir- 
ing Porto Rico, and the Philippine 
Islands, and by tying a string to Cuba. 
Capitalism rewarded itself without 
delay. These imperialistic elements 
are behind the preparedness move- 
ment. 

There is a third element. There are 
the old women of both sexes — fright- 
ened, scared out of their wits, honest- 
ly believing that somebody is going 
to fight them, and they see in every 
bird an aeroplane and in every fish 
a submarine. They would like to 
change every ferryboat into a dread- 
naught and prepare to fight, fight, 
fight. 

There is a fourth element, and that 
is the political element. There is the 
Republican Party, the minority party 
to-day. They are trying to play a trick 
on the Democrats, and the Democrats 
are just stupid enough to fall into the 
trap. (Laughter.) The Republicans 
know well that an increase of the 
Army and Navy requires additional 
taxation. 

HITS TARIFF FARCE. 

I HEARD the discussion on the 
tariff, a discussion which is only about 
a hundred and tweny-five years old, 
and I was greatly interested when 
they delivered those political tariff 
chestnuts. 

They know and we all know that 
the war is largely responsible for the 
cutting down of the revenue from the 
tariff. They also know that the war 
has, to a great extent, upset American 
industry. 

They know that as a result of the 
prohibition movement there has been 
a diminution of revenue from a source 
which was considered a pretty good 
Democratic source, because there was 
a time when the saloon was the only 
university and inspiration of the 
Democratic Party (laughter), but 
that has been changed. In New York, 
however, it is still largely the only 
college that a Democrat attends. 
(Renewed laughter.) 

They know well that revenues have 
diminished because of conditions over 



which the Democratic Party, the 
Republican Party, or, for that matter, 
the Government of the United States 
itself has no control, and they know 
that agitation for preparedness will 
compel the Democratic majority in 
Congress to assume the responsibility 
for imposing additional and burden- 
some taxes, and they want you to im- 
pose these taxes, they want you to 
put revenue stamps on everything and 
everybody — and then they will go out 
with the slogan, "Lick stamps or lick 
the Democrats." (Laughter.) Look 
out for that preparedness talk and 
agitation. 

• * * * 

SOCIALISTS WARNED EUROPE. 

AS A Socialist, I consider it a great 
privilege to have the opportunity to 
explain the attitude of the socialist 
movement on the subject of war. I 
am in a better position than you Dem- 
ocrats or Republicans. I can speak 
honestly and conscientiously on the 
subject, because, beginning with the 
year 1871, the socialists warned 
Europe against this very war. 

You take the literature of the so- 
cialist movement of 1871, right after 
the FrancorPrussian War, take the 
prediction of Karl Marx, the ex- 
pounder of scientific socialist thought, 
and see what he said. He warned 
against the danger of acquiring 
Alsace Lorraine, and he said: 

Whoever is not totally stupefied 
by the noise of the moment must 
realize that the war of 1870 bears 
in its womb the necessity of a 
war with Russia. If they (the 
German imperialists) take Als- 

fce-Loraine, then Russia and 
'ranee will make war on Ger- 
many. 

In another manifesto, issued im- 
mediately after the Franco-Prussian 
War, Marx said: 

Do the Teutonic patriots 
seriously believe that the in- 
dependence of France, the liberty 
and peace of Europe can be se- 
cured by driving France into the 
arms of Russia? 

In the international socialist con- 
gresses, and in all of the parliaments 
of the world, the socialists pointed to 
the danger of large armies and navies. 

Mr. BORLAND. Mr. Speaker, does 
the gentleman care to be interrupted? 

Mr. LONDON. I prefer not to. I 
will try to conclude i0 minutes before 
my allotted time, so as to afford an 
opportunity for questions, which I 
will endeavor to answer. I have not 
yet learned to write out a speech. I 
have a great deal of collected material 
which is not quite in shape. I will be 
glad to answer any questions later. 

In all the congresses, in all the 
parliaments, the socialist movement 
opposed an increase of armaments, 
and pointed to the presence of large 
armies as a most serious menace to 
the peace of the world. 

There exists among the great mas- 
ses of people a notion, that the 
present war is an accident, that some- 
body became crazy, particularly that 
a certain ruler with a long military 
mustache became crazy, and that all 
is to be blamed upon that half- 
crowned individual. That is absurd. 
That is baby talk; that is talk that 
you get from the headlines of news- 
papers. Reason the thing out, study 
it, and you will find that this war is 
not an accident. 

This war is the direct result of a 
serious clash of economic interests of 
nations. It represents the struggle of 
nations, each of which is an economic 
unit, seeking expansion and seeking 
free and full development. Poor little 
Serbia wanted access to the Adriatic 
so as not to be crushed by prohibitive 
tariffs. 

Russia, with hundreds of miles of 
land to one mile of sea, without a 
single warm sea port, with a popula- 
tion of 190,000,000 people, covering 
one-ninth of the habitable globe, 
wanted to have a warm seaport. That 
is a sensible and justifiable demand 
for a nation. 

Germany, with her wonderful civil- 
ization and culture — Germany, with 
her splendid literature and philoso- 
phy, with her magnificent industrial 
development, with an intelligent, 
educated, working class — Germany 
was seeking opportunity for ex- 
pansion; she wanted to increase her 
colonies. Her ambitions collided with 
those of Great Britain, which tried to 
retain the possession of her wonder- 
ful colonies all over the world. So it 
was not an accident. 

The moment when the war took 
place might not have been foreseen, 
but the war itself was foreseen and 
was inevitable with armies serving as 
the handmaid of industry. It was 
primarily an economic struggle, an 
outward expression of economic con- 
flict. Of course, it was a conflict in 
which other factors entered, as they 
do in all human life. There are so 
many forces in the economic and 
political life of nations. There was in 
it the element of prejudice and race 
hatred; and every fool can at any time 
utilize national and race hatred for 
any vile purpose. (Applause.) There 
was national and race prejudice. 



On The Day After. 



WASHINGTON. — Congress- 
man Meyer London's attack on 
"preparedness," made in the 
House Tuesday, was read and 
discussed, by his colleagues to- 
day. His division into four main 
classifications of the causes of 
the preparedness agitation and 
his analysis of the causes of the 
war have attracted attention and 
aroused comment. 

The Socialist member declared 
that the manufacturers of muni- 
tions were first responsible for 
the preparedness wave and that 
besides this great influence were 
the imperialists, those who had 
been scared, and the Republicans 
who are using preparedness as 
political bait with which to trap 
the Democrats and embarrass 
them before the electorate in the 
coming national campaign. 

London's declaration that the 
war was not an accident, but the 
direct outcome of the clash of the 
economic interests of the nations 
involved, has been taken up by 
many Congressmen, and it pro- 
mises to furnish a philosophical 
basis 4or the opposition to pre- 
paredness in Congress. 

London's warning to the Dem- 
ocrats, that they were permitting 
themselves to be trapped by the 
Republicans in their pro-pre- 
paredness agitation, seams to 
have aroused many Democratic 
members to a realization of the 
danger which confronts their par- 
ty if they persist in their present 
course. They are repeating the 
Socialist member's phrase which, 
he prophesied, the Republicans 
would use as a slogan in the next 
campaign if the preparedness 
program of the administration, 
with the additional taxation, 
burdens it involves, is carried 
thru: "Lick the stamps or lick 
the Democrats." 

Many of London's colleagues 
called on him today in his office 
to congratulate him on his ad- 
dress. 



There was a military caste in Ger- 
many, a caste brought up with the 
idea that everybody not in uniform 
was an inferior. Then there was Rus- 
sia, with a population — three-fourths 
of v/hich are illiterate — believing that 
the "White Father" is a representa- 
tive of God. 

These things complicated the situa- 
tion, but the primary cause of the 
war was the economic struggle of 
nations. And while it was an economic 
contest, gentlemen, it would not have 
been so dangerous if it had not been 
for the presence of large armies and 
navie3. 

When two men get into a fight, if 
they have no revolvers they would not 
fight with revolvers, but if they have 
revolvers and ammunition and large 
stores of explosives, at the very 
moment when their interests collide 
they will use the means they have at 
their disposal for destroying each 
other. 



INTERESTING INCIDENT. 

LET ME attract your attention for 
a moment, gentlemen, to a very 
interesting incident. A few days be- 
fore the war broke out the German 
social democracy was encouraged by 
the minister of war to continue anti- 
war demonstrations. I have it on the 
most reliable authority. The idea was 
conveyed to the German social dem- 
ocracy that the Emperor did not want 
to fight. The idea was conveyed to 
them that it was desirable to develop 
large antiwar demonstrations, so as 
to have an excuse for not fighting, so 
as to have an excuse for not support- 
ing Austria in her unreasonable de- 
mands upon poor little Servia. 

I heard only a few days ago from 
an English lady, whose father is a 
member of Parliament, whose brother 
is a member of Parliament, whose 
brother-in-law is a member of Par- 
liament that she was permitted three 
or four days before the war com- 
menced to go to Germany, which 
shows that the people of Great Bri- 
tain did not expect any war. 

But what happened ? There were 
lsirge armies on both sides, and large 
navies, and the leaders of the armies 
said, "A fight may come at any 
moment. Our diplomats may not be 
able to reach an understanding. Now, 
if, the fight must come, let it begin 
right now," so that every considera- 
tion of statesmanship, every dictate 
of reason, every rule that ever in- 
spired men to nobler action was sub- 
ordinated to the wisdom of the mili- 
tary strategist. 

Mr. DAVIS of Texas. Amen! 

Mr. LONDON. It appears that 
German military strategy was right. 
The great armies of the allies have 
so far been unable to take back an 
inch of the territory captured by the 
German armies during the first six 
weeks of the war. 

Organizing armies for its pro- 



tection Europe has prepared the 

means of its own destruction. The 

greater the army, gentlemen, the 

smaller is the people which has that 

army. (Applause.) 

* * * * 

EASY TO BE PATRIOT. 

THE GREATER the American Ar- 
my, the greater the American Navy 
will be, of which the gentlemen from 
Massachusetts (Mr Gardner) talked 
so much, the smaller will be the 
American people. (Applause.) 

In all parliaments we protested 
against the war. The socialists have 
no apology to make history. The 
socialists could not stop the war for 
the very simple reason that there 
were not enough of them. They did 
their best, and they spoke honestly 
and not as patriots." 

I do not know — people talk about 
patriotism as something big. It is 
very easy to be a patriot; every fool 
can be a patriot. Every rogue can 
proclaim himself a patriot; every 
blackguard can sing a national hymn 
and wave a flag. It takes a mar»ly 
man to live a life of devotion and 
sacrifice for the best ideals of his 
country. (Applause.) 

That is the only kind of patriotism 
I recognize. I do not know what 
Americanism means to others, but to 
me Americanism means not only an 
opportunity to do better than the rest 
of the world, but the imperative duty 
to be nobler than the rvst of the world. 
(Applause.) 

The socialists were the real patriots 
and well-wishers of the people, as they 
everywhere opposed the war. 

Little Servia had one or two so- 
cialist representatives. Only a month 
or two before the Balkan war the 
representative of the socialist move- 
ment in Servia delivered these signi- 
ficant and prophetic words: 

We are opposed to wai» among 
the people of the Balkans not 
only because that war will be 
bloody and horrible, not only be- 
cause it will ruin the Balkans, 
but because the war will not fail 
to bring about the intervention of 
the great capital States, and that 
intervention may m§an a general 
conflagration in Europe, colossal 
bloodshed, and the disappearance 
of economic and political gains 
due to the efforts of previous 
generations working for centuries 
to realize them. 

That was said in 1912. How pro- 
phetic. 

The one Socialist representative in 
the Parliament of Servia had the 
courage to speak boldly and openly 
against the "patriots," against the 
real enemies of the people, against 
men who sought to plunge Servia into 
war, altho it threatened to bring about 
the general destruction of European 
civilization. 

During the first Balkan war the in- 
ternational socialist movement found 
it necessary to call a special congress 
of the socialists of the world. In the 
resolutions which they adopted they 
warned the English working class, 
they warned the German people, 
against the artificially stimulated 
hatred between the German and the 
English people. The congress ad- 
vocated a federation of the Balkan 
peoples, and protested against the 
sinister designs of both Russia and 
Austria-Hungary upon the Balkans. 

It will be relevant to cite to you an 
extract from a speech delivered by the 
chairman, or what we would call here 
the leader, of the Social Democratic 
minority on the floor of the German 
Reichstag when the question of in- 
creasing the army came up in 1913- 
He said: 

You are speaking now of pre- 
paredness, of defending our 
border. What you want is not a 
defense of our borders. What you 
seek is free elbow room to give 
full play to the economic aspira- 
tions of your imperialists. You 
seek new colonies. You seek to 
establish and maintain the 
prestige of Germany by the 
power of the sword. 
And in 1913 the representative of 
the Social Democratic movement in 
Germany warned Germany against 
the danger of a clash with Great Bri- 
tain; the very same thing was done 
by Keir Hardie and McDonald in the 
British Parliament. 

I consider it a misfortune for the 
socialist movement of America that 
they have only one Representative in 
this Congress, who can not possibly 
perform his duty as a socialist with 
any degree of adequacy. 

I feel extremely uncomfortable 
when, after this short service in Con- 
gress, I have to force myself on the 
House. I feel as if I were imposing 
upon you. But believe me, gentlemen, 
I* am not inspired by any vanity or 
any desire to hear myself talk. I hate 
the process of talking. Talk is valu- 
able only when talk is action. But 
I am animated and inspired by a 
solemn and sacred duty to express 
to you in the name of the socialist 
movement of America and in the 
name of the international socialist 
movement my abhorrence of and my 



SOLD! TO THE DU PONTS! 

By LUCIEN SAINT. 

ILITARISM, like capitalism, is bi-partisan. 
Republican Senator Henry A. Du Pont of Delaware, direct- 
ly connected with the International Powder Trust, has been made 
chairman of a committee in the Democratic United States Senate 
which has to do with military affairs. 

This fact, together with the illuminating story that goes 
with it, has hitherto escaped the eagle eye of the so-called all- . 
seeing press. 

The committee in question is known as the committee on ex- 
penditures in the War Department. It is one of a set of several 
committees whose function it is to look into the way the depart- 
ments spend their appropriations. In the hands of an alert and 
able chairman, a committee of this type can prove of great service 
to the country. 

RADICALS SWEPT ASIDE. 

IN THE last Congress the chairman of this particular com- 
mittee was Senator Miles Poindexter of Washington. Poindexter 
was a Bull Mooser and a fairly radical man, as Senators go. The 
other members of the committee were Senators Kenyon of Iowa, 
Norris of Nebraska, and Lane of Oregon — each and all fairly 
radical men. It is safe to say that if the committee were in their control today 
there might be a real investigation of the War Department and the way 
it is spending the people's money and asking for more. 

But that was in the last Congress. When the present Congress came in, 
altho the Senate remained Democratic, Poindexter was deposed from this 
chairmanship. 

HIS PLACE WAS FILLED BY SENATOR HENRY ALGERNON du 
PONT, of the du Pont Powder family.^ ^ 

CAN WORK IN DARK NOW. 
IN ORDER to support du Pont in his control, the interests that dictated 
this deal saw to it that Kenyon, Norris and Lane should be counterbalanced 
by an equal number of reactionaries. So on this committee today we find, in 
addition to du Pont and the three just mentioned, Senators Thomas, of 
Colorado, James, of Kentucky, and Williams, of Mississippi. 

The obvious reason for this shift, which was all done in the darkened 
cloisters of the party caucus room, was so that the national defense pro- 
gram of the du Ponts and the munition manufacturers in general should not 
be embarrassed by any little impertinent investigations. It would not have 
been good for the du Font's for example, had the Senate Committee on Ex- 
pnditures in the War Department arranged a set of hearings at which 
government experts told how much more cheaply and efficiently Uncle 
Sam could make powder than can the du Ponts. In fact it would have been 
unfortunate f o„r the munitions profiteers had such a hearing been staged 
by Messrs. Poindexter, Lane and Company. 

* * * * 

THERE'S POWDER TO SELL. 
IT DID. not make any difference that du Pont is a Republican and the 
Senate Democratic. Why should it? 1 

What are politics between friends? 
4 What are friends for when there's powder to sell the Government? 



protest against that agitation for pre- 
paredness, which in speaking for pre- 
paredness against war will inevitably 
lead you into war with the nations of 
the world. 

Mr. QUIN. Will the gentlemen yield 
right there? 

Mr. LONDON. If you will allow me 
one minute. I find great difficulty in 
congesting so much material in so 
short a time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
gentleman declines to yield. 

Mr. LONDON. I will yield. It will 
give me time to look over my papers. 

Mr. QUIN. In your judgment what 
influences in the United States are 
responsible for this wild propaganda 
sent out to the newspapers? 

BEHIND PREPAREDNESS. 

Mr. LONDON. There are three. I 
referred to them before. They are, 
first, the manufacturers of munitions, 
who have been exporting hundreds of 
millions of dollars worth of muni- 
tions, and who feel that as soon as 
the war is terminated they will be left 
without a customer, and they will 
need Uncle Sam's generosity. 

Second, the many people who have 
already been scared, and who really 
believe that they are in danger. 

Third, the very same influences that 
would lead you to go to war with 
Mexico .so as to protect their capital- 
istic investments — the very same 
people who are responsible for the 
acquisition of the Philippine Islands 
and for the acquisition of Porto Rico. 
Their work is insidious. You do not 
see them or hear their names, but it 
is powerful work they are doing. 

I say that the German Social Dem- 
ocrats had the courage to speak out 
boldly, and they said to the Emperor 
a few days before the war, and a few 
days after the war ' had broken out, 
that the military camarilla of Ger- 
many was responsible for this war, 
baiting Austria into insisting upon 
her iniquitous ultimatum against de- 
fenseless Servia. 

The socialists are not cowards. We 
are not afraid. More than 20 years 
ago I addressed an audience consist- 
ing of two good-natured fellows of 
the east side of New York, and every 
10 minutes I would lose half of my 
crowd because one of them would go 
in to take a cup of coffee. (Laughter.) 
But I kept up my work. I knew the 
time would come when our movement 
would grow; when we would get more 
adherents. I knew the development of 
the United States 20 years ago did 
not offer a receptive soil for our 
philosophy and our theory, but I knew 
the social problem that was pressing 
Europe was universal in its character 
and that the people of the United 
States would awaken to its im- 



portance some day; and they are 
awakening very rapidly. 

FIGHT INSANITY. 

NOW, GENTLEMEN, I want to 
impress upon the American people the 
need of fighting the insanity of pre- 
paredness with the sane, rational, in- 
sistent demand for international 
peace. That is why I introduced on 
the 6th day of December a joint re- 
solution calling upon the President of 
the United States to convene a con- 
gress of neutral nations to offer 
mediation to the belligerents ' of 
Europe. I sent a copy of that resolu- 
tion to every Member of Congress, 
and if you will permit me, I will just 
say a few words about it. This is the> 
resolution : 

Joint resolution calling upon the 
President of the United States 
to convene a congress of neu- 
tral nations to offer mediation 
to the belligerents in Europe. 
Whereas the people of the United 
States, while neutral, can not 
be indifferent to the fratricidal 
conflict which is devastating 
Europe; and 
Whereas the longer the war ia 
continued the more does the 
code of physical force replace 
every other code of human con- 
duct; and 
Whereas the war has brought 
about a state of fear in the 
minds of millions t of the 
American people which men- 
aces the normal development of 
this Nation and beclouds the 
real issues which confront our 
generation by the artificial is- 
sue of "preparedness" against 
an invisible and unnamable 
enemyj and 
Whereas a declaration by Con- 
gress in favor of an immediate 
conference of neutral nations 
will strengthen the hand of the 
President of the United States 
in his efforts for international 
peace: Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, etc., That the Presi- 
dent of the United States be, 
and he is hereby, called upon to 
convene a congress of neutral 
nations, which shall offer media- 
tion to the belligerents and which 
shall sit in continuous session un- 
til the termination of the war; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That it is the judg- 
ment of the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United 
States that a durable peace can 
be established if the following 
principles shall be made the basis 
of discussion in said congress of 
neutral nations: 

First. Evacuation of invaded 
territory. 

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 1.) 
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Here is all the week's news worth \ 
\ while hoiled down for workers ho busy ^ 
? fighting for Socialism they do not have ) 
^ time to read the daily capitalist papers. ( 

MONDAY, JANUARY 17. 

News from Berlin says Franco-British 
forces have landed at Phaleron, near Athens, 
Greece. King of TSwedcn warns parliament to 
arm nation to defend neutrality. Russians 
drive hack Turks in Caucuses. 

President W<t.°on courts investigation of his 
policy of "watchful waiting" in Mexico. 
TUESDAY, JANUARY IS. 

Convention of United Mine Workers opens 
In Indianapolis, Ind., with demands for wage 
increases and opposition to "preparedness". 

Justice Hughes of supreme court will be 
asked if he <vill accept republican nomination 
far president. 

WEDNESDAY. JANUARY 1». 

Strikebreaker chief killed and Ave ethers 
wounded in attack on strikers by strikebreakers 
at East Chicago var munitions plant. 

Poverty biggest cause of immorality Illinois 
vice commission reports to state senate. 

Carranza orders death of Villa, Lopez- and 
Castro, charged with massacre of American 
citizens, on sight. 

King of Greece in interview objects to forces 
of allies taking possession of Greek territory. 

Mississippi legislature votes down resolution 
endorsing President Wilson's "preparedness" 
program. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY. 20. 

Roosevelt writes another letter lo the Na- 
tional Security "Hysteria" League demanding 
that nation get into war. 

Allies watch Spnin as King Alfonso buys 
munitions of war in United States and threat- 
ent to invade Por?ugaI. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 21. 

Taft declares republicans will win if Roose- 
velt is not nominated. But Teddy insists on 
being nominated. 

Demand Secretary of Commerce Redfield 
resign because of his part in the Eastland 
disaster at Chicago. Court fight to punish 
owners starts at Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Five negroes lynched al Stnrkville, Ga. 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 22. 

"Surrender or no quarter", is Austrian 
Ultimatum to Montenegro. German mincS 
wreck British trenches on west front. 

Jingo press raves some more as Andrew J. 
Trurnbo. Los Angeles mining man, reported 
someone had told him more Americans &.\d 
been killed in Mexico. 

Welsh branch of British labor party asks 
government to make statement with reference 
to peace. 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 23. 
German aeroplanes raid east roast of Kent, 
England. Turks continue retreat before Rus- 
sians. 

Elihu Root demands Philippines be freed ; 
former President Taft says, "No." 



YOU HAVE LOST, MR. WILSON. 

YOU THOUGHT you could put it over without trouble, Mr. Wilson, didn't you? It seemed 
like good politics. 

You didn't think the workers would protest. But they did. And they will not vote for 
you now. You are weaker than you were in the last campaign, Mr. Wilson. 

You thought congress would fall into line, because the masters wanted "prepared- 
ness." You did not figure on the fact that each party would want to get the credit for doing 
the dirty work, and would postpone much of it until after the next election. 

You thought that the capitalists would stand by you because you had recommended 
the thing they want. But they consider that you got your pay when the panic was called off. 

They are going to support the other party, Mr. Wilson, because they believe it will give 
them higher tariffs and more bond issues, and they are out for all the blood they can get. 

You have lost the game already, Mr. Wilson. They to whom you surrendered will kick 
you the hardest. 

Your only hope is to right about face once more and stand with the people, the work- 
ing people. It is possible they might trust you. Though why in the world should they, Mr. 
Wilson? 



example by liberating the Philip- 
pines. But even as proposed, .the 
terms are such that refusal on the 
part of any belligerent must be 
taken as conclusive evidence that 
justice is not what it has been 
lighting for. 

They could have enumerated 12 or 
15 other nationalities. (Laughter.) 
It is rather interesting, this editor 



Forward In Solid Phalanx! 
Wrest Victory From Enemy! 



T 



Meyer London's Speech 

(Continued from Page One, Col. 7.) 

Second. Liberation of oppressed 
nationalities. 

Third. Plebiscite by the popula- 
tions of Alsace-Loraine, Finland 
and Poland as to their allegiance 
or independence. 

Fourth. Removal of the politi- 
cal and civic disabilities of the 
Jewish people wherever such dis- 
abilities exist. 

Fifth. Freedom of the seas. 

Sixth. Gradual concerted dis- 
armament. 

Seventh. Establishment of an 
international court of arbitration, 
with the commercial boycott as 
a means of punishment for dis- 
obedience. And be it further 

Resolved, That the sum of 
$100,000 be, and the same is 
hereby, appropriated from the 
current revenues of the United 
States, to be used by the Presi- 
dent of the United States in 
carrying out the purpose of this 
resolution. 

I know that any man who now talks 
international peace is looked upon as 
a madman or a fool; that the only 
wise people are those who shake their 
heads and say, "We can not do any- 
thing," or those who say, "War 
existed, war exists, and there will al- 
ways be war." 

These men forget that the horse 
car has been replaced by electricity, 
and that just as surely as the horse 
car is replaced by electricity just so 
surely will the reactionary and con- 
servative be replaced by the revolu- 



By JAMES H. MAURER. 
HIS WILL be a banner year for Socialist agitation and 
education. Never before, within the history of the American 
iaf from"thT Democratic VeeklyrTet ! movem ent, has there been a greater opportunity for reaching the 

workers with the Socialist philosophy. 

The democratic party, altho in absolute control of the federal 
government, has failed miserably. Not a single thing has been 
done to alleviate the suffering of the toiling masses and now, to 
perpetuate themselves in office, they invade the camp of their 
political enemy and steal their campaign-gun, "Americanism and 
Preparedness." The Republican party, the mother of trusts and 
special privilege, guardian of predatory wealth and partner of the 
war trust, had hoped to resurrect the full-dinner-pail slogan with 
which to ride into power again, but the European war lasted too 
long. How could they expect to fool the people with protection-dope 

and an empty tin pail, in view of the fact that, since the war started, im- 
portations stopped and expectations increased by leaps and bounds? 

* * * * 

NEW ISSUE IS BORN. 
A NEW issue must, therefore, be found if the people are to be stampeded 
and, like cattle, betrayed and sold to the highest bidder — an issue with which 
could be blended the Stars and Stripes and made to shine in all its glory to 
the tune of the Star Spangled Banner, the sight of which would make the 
American eagle scream a<: it never screamed before. Thus came this issue, 
Americanism," and "Preparedness," conceived by Republicans and partially 
usurped by the Democrats. 

There will, therefore, be no great difference, this year, between the two 
old parties, other than that some arrangements will be made to dispose of the 
carcass of the Progressive Party, after which it will be a question of the 
personality of the candidates. Both parties will, probably, try to outdo each 
other, advocating the same thing. Hideous imaginary foreign monsters will 
be paraded before us to drive us into line; their press, here and abroad, will 
work as it never did before and, if this fails to guarantee £he results at which 
they aim, then, I predict, the rascals will order a live enemy to appear on the 
horizon, somewhere. 

The l-eport of the Industrial Relations Commission must be forced into 
the background and smothered with the din of war, the billions, robbed from 
the workers in the past, are at stake. The future reign of the pink-blooded 
American parasites must be protected against any possible interference by 
the workers on either the political or industrial field. Therefore, with the 
cloak of "Preparedness Against A Foreign Foe," they hope to secure them- 
selves ana their heirs, for ages to come, with a servile army recruited from 
the ranks of their victims. 



me also read from an editorial from 
the Labor Leader of Manchester: 

The American Socialist Party 
has one Representative in Con- 
gress, Mr. Aleyer London, but, 
though he is alone, he is doing 
his utmost to hasten the coming 
of an enduring peace. He has 
given notice that he will move a 
resolution instructing the Presi- 
dent to convene a congress of 
neutral nations to offer mediation, 
sitting continuously until the de- 
claration of peace. The resolution 
also asks Congress to affirm as 
essential to permanent peace: 

The evacuation of invaded ter- 
ritory; the liberation of oppres- 
sed nationalities; a plebiscite of 
the populations of Alsace-Lor- 
raine, Finland, and Poland con- 
cerning independence; the re- 
moval of all disabilities of Jews; 
the freedom of the seas; gradual 
concerted disarming; the estab- 
lishment of an international board 
of arbitration, with a commer- 
cial boycott for punishing dis- 
obedience. 

That was said immediately after I 
I had announced that I would introduce 
the resolution. Then it goes on: 
j We thank Mr. London on be- 
I half of the Independent Labor 
Party in this country for the lead 
' he has given. 

SERIOUS STUDY. 
THE SENTIMENTS that I ex- 
i pressed in this resolution are not the 
! result of my imagination. They are 
i the l'esult of the study of peace terms 
| and peace conditions. They are the 
i result of the study of the economic 
i struggle of Europe. 
] Ten peace groups, working in 
i France, in England, in Holland, and 
Germany — there is one German or- 
ganization — 10 peace groups have 
I worked out a series of principles upon 
: which a durable peace can be founded, 
• and every one of these 10 groups 
! favor a majority of the demands con- 
; tained in my resolution, 
j International socialist congresses 
j held before the war and during the i 
! war promulgated the same principles. \ 
j My resolution presents a consistent, i 
i logical, intelligent method of dealing { 
\ with the problem of international j 
i peace. , 
! Let me tell you one thing, gentle- 
j men: You may be very modest men — 
we may all be very modest men — but 
I refuse to believe that God Almighty 
has picked out some special material 
out of which he created statesmen 
and diplomats, and that He created 
the rest of mankind out of some com- 
mon clay. (Applause.) No; we are all 
made of about the same material, and 
I refuse to abdicate the right to think 
to diplomats and statesmen. The 
diplomats have so cleverly managed 
the world that they have got every 
body fighting except 
(Applause.) 

I would extend democracy to inter- 
national relations. I would ask every 
Member of this American Congress 
to take my resolution earnestly. I 
would ask every Member of this 
American Congress to study it. You 



OLD PARTIES UNITED. 

•j T iF E CLASS_LI NES are now drawn just as we Socialists, long ago 
said they would be. Both old parties are united in principle as never before* 
the only difference is scramble for office, and it doesn't make much difference 
to the capitalist which of them wins. Neither will promise the workers 
anything more than they gave in the past, with militarism and hell as a 
premium if they get enough votes. 

In opposition to this combination, stands the Socialist Party, which 
represents the largest group of society. There are millions, who understand 
the methods and aims of our party and failed to come with us. Some of 
them had hoped to reach the goal with a short-cut thru the Progressive par- 
ty. Others had explicit faith in the Democratic party, if it ever got a chance 

The Democratic party had its chance and failed, and the Progressive 
party is dead, while the Socialist party, which weathered every storm is 
here as militant as ever. 

C: * :!= * 

THE PLANS are now being prepared for the fray and within a few 
months the greatest political battle ever waged will be on between the ex- 
ploiting class and the exploited class. There will be no middle ground, and 
this is just as it should be. Comrades, the most critical moment, within the 
history of this Republic, is at hand; conditions demand that every Socialist 
get on the firing line and that we march forward in one solid phalanx and 
wrest victory from the enemy. This not only can be done, but MUST be done 



cherish in your religious system has 
been transmitted to you from the past 
generations, from other climes and 
other lands and other continents. 

Let us abandon that narrow con- 
ception of patriotism which consists 
in the doctrine, "My country, right or 

^ v j _ wrong," because there is a nobler 

themselves ' doctrine, a higher doctrine, "My coun- 
try must always be right." (Prolonged 
applause.) 

To this higher conception of patriot- 
ism, gentlemen, I ask you to listen 
now. I suppose I shall have to resort 
to the expedient of asking and obtain- 
ing; your unanimous consent to revise 



can not do anything nobler than to 



I and extend my remarks. Not that I 



our movement. There can be no doubt 
that your Young People's Socialist 
League enlists a very great deal of 
extra interest in our movement, and 
fortunately this interest is awakened 
when the mind is easily pliable and 
impressible. After an average- man 
living an avei*age life of average ex- 
periences passes a certain age, his 
mind seems to stiffen and harden till 
it requires five times as much effort 
to rouse him and induce him to accept 
any unusual political instruction as it 
does while he is still in his youth. 

It is not very difficult to instruct 
a young mind but it is an almost im- 



tionary, vigilant, and intelligent man help bring about a conclusion of this 



who refuses to think in a rut 
• • • • 

GETS GOOD RECEPTION. 
THE RESOLUTION was taken 
seriously by the press of the world. 
Let me tell you something amusing. 
A Democratic paper published in the 
city of Chicago, a weekly, one of the 
best papers you have, called The 
Public, not having been informed that 
I introduced the resolution, but being 
under the impression that Senator 
Lane, of Oregon, was the author of 
it — I need not tell you that I am 
grateful to the Senator for introduc- 
ing it in the Senate— had the follow- 
ing editorial on the 24th of December: 
The resolution of Senator Lane. 
<«f Oregon, for a peace congress 
of neutral nations is a democratic 
ana statesmanlike measure — 
The author of the resolution is not 
only a good Democrat, but a states- 
man of senatorial timber. Look out 
for me. (Laughter.) 

Senator Lane proposes that the 
suggested peace congress submit 
lo ihe belligerents peace plans 
V-.ascd on evacuation of invaded 
territory, decision by popular 
voic of Alsace, Finland, and 
Poland a.-: to their independence 
«>r allegiance, freedom of the seas, 
gradual disarmament, and arbi- 
tration of ail disputes. These 
lcrms :\re perfectly just, and no 
go\ ernment which honestly de- 
sires peace with honor will refuse 
them. There properly might be 
some additions made to the list 
of suppressed peoples to be al- 
lowed to vote on independence. ! 
Bosnia, Herzegovina, India, and 
others might well be included, and 
the Jnited States might set the 



I was in England in August, 1914, 
immediately after the war broke out, 

and I saw the desperate attempts of i aesire to tnank you from the very 
the British press to arouse the people bottom ot my heart for the fairness 



against the Germans. There was no 
enmity against the German people 
then. Nonsense! How could they hate 
each other? They were in constant 
intercourse, and have been for succes- 
sive generations. The German lan- 
guage is well known in England now. 
The English have abandoned the idea 
that their own language is all-suffi- 
cient. They began to study European 
languages, and he who knows more 
than one language has a better op- 
portunity to sympathize with other 
people and to understand them. There 
was" no hatred of England by the Ger- 
man people at the beginning of this 
war. It was a war of Governments, 
and not a war of the people. j 
In my resolution I ask that the j 
President of the United States be \ 
requested to urge the convening of a 
congress of neutral nations. My idea 
is that he should be enabled to say 
that the collective conscience of the 
American people as expressed by its 
Congress has forced him to initiate 
peace negotiations and is compelling 
him to convene a congress of neutral 
nations. 

* * * * 

NOT OUT OF PLACE. 
THERE MAY be some men who 
think that all this talk about inter- 
nationalism is entirely out of place in 
this Congress. They are mistaken. 

Everything worth while, gentlemen, 
( is international. There are national 
1 prejudices ; there are national hatreds, 
j But science is international. Art is 
j international. Music is international. 
' Religion is iiiteinational. All that you 



. , . - A , . , . possible task to revise an old life, 

wish to say a great deal more in the ! I trust your organization will be in 
Record. I do not believe in canned condition to render great assistance 
speeches, but I will put my remarks | in the coming campaign. Go to it with 
into shape. , your courage and character. 

I desire to thank you from the very j Fraternally yours, 

GEORGE R. KIRKPATRICK. 



you have shown toward me, for the 
encouragement you have given me. I 
shall not abuse your kindness. I shall 
net abuse your courtesy. I thank you. 
(Applause.) 



EDITOR'S NOTE.— The questions 
and answers that followed will appear 
in next week's issue of The American 
Socialist. 



YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPT. 
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WILLIAM F. KRUSE 



Director 



To reach the nation's youth with the ) 

message of Socialism and to bring (hem ) 

into the organized Socialist movement I 

through Young People's Socialist Leagues. f 

Address all 



communications to : 
Socialist Party Young People's Dept., 
803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



KIRK'S OPINION OF THE Y1PSELS 

Tho next time anybody tries to tell you 
active workers of the socialist movement ar 
not in fa v...:- of (ho. Y. P. S. L... tc!I them to 
K<) buck to !he kindergarten am', learn not 
lo talk thru t^eir hat.--. 

Below is i-rintcil a letter from our Co.:vnti>- 
George R. Ki.'r^atricli, author of "War — 
Whttt I-'or?". :;■•(! at present ore of The 
American Socialist's lecturers. His heart beats 
warm and true for the young- socialists, and 
all those older folks who are still on the fence 
regarding the question of whether or not to 
rivp us their active support will do well to 
heed the opinion printed below: 



Norfolk, Va.. is the farthest south of our 
eastern Leagues. Pi\d they send in their lecture 
contract almost prayerfully thnt it he ac- 
| ceptable. It depends on the other fellows 
! whose dates are not s=o expensive to decide 
! whether or not they get the date. Each league 
should figure that its acceptance means that 
much more chance for the comrades in the 
outlying cities. Also note, it is of no use to 
ask for Sunday tlptes since there is only one 
Sunday in each week, and the making of the 
continuous route must be considered. If it is 
possible, of course, the dates will lv allotted 
as per the rertusts, but no date can be promised 
in advance. The rate on this trip is the most 
liberal of any over offered by the National 
Office, and the meetings, if properly con- 
ducted, could he a source, not only of in- 
struction and better organization, but also of 
profit to each League undertaking the venture. 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 
Y. P. S. L. National Committee Motion, 
A 1016. 

That the N'at'l Sec'y of the Y. P. S. L. take 
steps to band toe-ether al! organisations of 
socialist and radical boys, such as the So- 
cialist Skouts. Pov Pioneers, Y. P. S. 1,. 
Juniors. Young Marxists, etc., into some form 
o!' National Federation. Until such time as 
a more suitable name can he democratically 
chosen by the boys themselves, it shall be 
j known as the "Boys' Comradeship", and 
j shall be under the chief guidance of the Nat'l 
he | Sec'y of the Y. P. S. L. As soon as is practi- 
cable, a plan for organization shall be 
formulated and submitted for action. " 

Voting YES : Brock, Do/.enberg, Swartz, 
Tischler, Wolf. Not voting, Kruso. 
Motion Carried. 



All efforts to prosecute Elizabeth 
Gurley Plynn and other I. W. W. 
leaders for their part in the silk strike 
of 1915 at Paterson, N. J., have been 
dropped. Others whose indictments 
were dismissed were Patrick J. Qiiin- 
lan, now serving a 1 term of from two 
to seven years in Trenton, Carlo Tres- 
ca and Adolph Lessig. The lifting of 
the indictment against Quintan is ex- 
pected to give impetus to the move- 
ment to have him liberated. Petitions 
arc now being circulated for presenta- 
tion to. Judge Klenert, and it is said 
100,000 names have been secured. 



Stampeding Congress 

By LUCIEN SAINT 
(Our Washington Letter) 



WASHINGTON.— Unless the Big 
Interests that want intervention in 
Mexico can stampede Congress, there 
will be no intervention, for any 
reason whatever, during this Ad- 
ministration. Of this fact the working 
people of the country may feel as- 
sured. 

Every legitimate and illegitimate 
attempt is being made to create a 
public sentiment which will so in- 
fluence Congress that Congress will 
take the job of handling the Mexican 
situation out of the President's hands. 
The old guard of the Republican par- 
ty, closely allied with the exploiters 
of Mexico, are doing their best to 
nag Congress into action. A so-called 
"progressive" Senator in the person 
of Senator Works of California, a 
Christian Scientist, is the latest con- 
vert to the theory of licking Mexico 
into shape by the use of United States 
rifles and machine guns. Under cover 
many members* of the Democratic 
party agree with Works, Lodge, Pen^ 
rose, and the Republican capitalists 
that armed intervention is the one 
and only remedy. 

Intervene and Withdraw. 

At this writing the Foreign Com- 
mittee of the Senate has -before it a 
resolution fathered by Works, 
demanding armed intervention for the 
protection of life and property and 
the establishment of a staple govern- 
ment in Mexico. Of course Works says 
that the United States is to withdraw 
as soon as the staple government shall 
be set up. 

Chairman Stone of the Foreign 
Relations Committee is working with 
the President in the attempt to keep 
the peace and avoid intervention and 
war. But Stone intimated the other 
day that he is having a hard time 
with his committee and that the com- 
mittee may report the resolution 
with a favorable recommendation. 
This would place the proposition of 
going into Mexico before the Senate 
in a highly sensational manner. It 
would propably stampede the Senate, 
and if the Senate stampeded, the 
House would stampede, and the coun- 
try would go into Mexico to clean it 
up.. 

This is the great danger in the 
present situation. According to the 
constitution, Congress is the war- 
making branch of the Government. 
Works and many other Senators want 
Congress to assert itself in this power 
and force the Administration to a 
course which it does not approve. 

Will Restore Order. 

The Administration believes that if 
he is given time President Carranza 
will be able to restore order in Mex- 
ico. It must be remembered that that 
portion of Mexico in which Americans 
have been killed is country as wild as 
cur wildest and wooliest west — coun- 
try full of bandits and highwaymen, 
and practically impossible to police 
even under ideal conditions. As yet 
conditions are not ideal in Mexico, 
but they are approaching the normal. 
As they approach the normal, the cry 
for intervention, which is now once 
more being heard very loud and clear, 
will die down. 

The Interests who want us to 
intervene in Mexico, — Hearst and the 
oil and mining people, are making a 
last stand. If they fail this time it 
may be that they will fail for good 
and ever. If they fail they may take it 
out of the Democrats politically at the 
elections — but that is the Democrats 
own lookout, and the people should 
worry. , 

Letters to Senators from the people 
of the United States demanding that 
we keep out of Mexico were never 
more in order than they are at the 
present time. 



In a despatch from Berlin it is 

denied by the Executive Committee of 
the Socialist party that Karl Lieb- 
knecht was expelled from the Social- 
ist party, as a previous report stated. 
The despatch states that Liebknecht 
was barred from his right in the par- 
ty caucus because of his unwillingness 
to abide by the rules governing the 
Socialist party caucuses. "This de- 
cision of the caucus," says the Execu- 
tive Committee, "was quite within the 
limits of its competency. It m nowise 
denied Liebknecht membership in the 
caucus, but declared in abeyance 
rights arising from such membership 
until Liebknecht announced himself 
ready to fulfill the duties growing out 
of these rights." 



Great Interest Is Shown As 
Meyer London Makes Speeoh 



By LUCIEN SAINT. 



Tracing the preparedness agi- 
tation to the manufacturers of 
munitions of war, to the "in- 
sidious conspiracy, the secretive 
element of the American imper- 
ialist", and to the "old women of 
both sexes — frightened, scared 
out of their wits, honestly be- 
lieving that somebody is going to 
fight them", Socialist Congress- 
man Meyer London held the 
House of Representatives breath- 
lessly interested while he took 
nearly an hour last week to talk 
straight Socialism as applied to 
the problems of the hour. At the 
conclusion of his speech a col- 
league asked that he be given 
more time in which to answer 
questions. 

London told the House not only 
what every Socialist knows to be 
the truth about the preparedness 
agitation. He gave them also 
some straight stuff about the In- 
ternational Socialist movement 
and its relation to war, citing the 
warnings of German and British 
Socialists that preparedness was 
not really for defense, but for 
imperialistic expansion. London 
gave the members something new 
to think about when he showed 
them the relation between tariffs 
and war. He vigorously urged the 
passage of his resolution for a 
congress of neutrals. He demand- 
ed that democracy be extended to 
international relations. He de- 
nounced nationalism, declaring 
that there is a nobler doctrine 
than "My country, right or 
wrong", which is, "My country 
must always be right." 

• * • • 

SHARP questions were hurled 
at the lone Socialist when he 
finished his speech. One member 
wanted to know what would be 
the attitude of Socialists, "if the 
American flag which hangs be- 
hind the Speaker of the House, 
should bj5 attacked by a foreign 
foe?" To this London replied, 
laying the emphasis on the word 
"people", that "If the American 
people were attacked, every so- 
cialist would rise to the defense 
of the American republic." But 
this did not satisfy the member. 
He asked what London means by 
making a distinction between the 
American flag and the American 
people. London answered: 

"I want to reject the old code 
of national honor which we have 
inherited from monarchs and 

rulers of the old world The 

distinction between the American 
flag and the American people is 
just this: That the people are 
living beings, throbbing with life. 



FIRST COMMON DISASTER. 

The Arbeiter Zeitung, the Austrian 
Socialist organ, said in a recent issue: 

The nations of Europe had a long summer's 
day of peace. Forty-five years is lasted. They 
rode out to rival each other: they hunted 
prosperity and culture. They stormed through 
the earth and over the sea, away to the 
farthest southern island, down to the deepest 

mine But greed and envy came among; 

them : hatred and deceit entered their hearts. 
Dark clouds rolled over the summer sky, 
Mammon nnd Moloch thundered from the 

clouds To-day a frozen mUt lies over 

the world Duty bides us be silent, but 

our hearts are burning. Yes, to-day all the 
nations of Europe, even the fiercest and the 
maddest, say to themselves as the old man 
says, could I live my lire over again, how 
much wiser I would be! And they curse the 
demons of envy and hatred: they do not feel 
their grievances and their grudges so much 
as the sorrows that they all must bear to- 
gether. And — sorrow unites. 

Our contemporary went on to say: 
"There are wars that divide for ever 
and there are wars that unite. This 
war is the first common disaster that 

has fallen upon Europe What 

is left but the work of reconciliation?" 



Henry G. Teigan, state secretary 
of North Dakota Socialist Party re- 
ports that a large attendance is ex- 
pected at the state convention to be 
held at Minot, February 4. 



Sixteen Socialist party organizations 
have, up to the latest reports obtain- 
able, endorsed the unofficial conference 
of Socialists from various countries 
at Zimmerwald, Switzerland, where 
an International Socialist Coi-nmission 
y/as formed for the purpose of labor- 
ing for peace. The organizations in- 
clude the following : Socialist party of 
Italy, British Socialist Party, In- 
dependent Labor Party of Great Bri- 
tain, Socialist party of Switzerland, 
Socialist party of Roumania, Social 
Democratic Labor party of Russia, 
Socialist party of Russia, Social Re- 
volutionary party of Russia. Inter- 
national Jewish Bund of Lithuania, 
Poland and Russia, the three Socialist 
parties of Poland, the Social Dem- 
ocratic Labor party of Bulgaria, So- 
cialist party of Portugal, the Social 
Democratic Federation of Salonica, 
the Socialist Young People's Societies 
of Norway and Sweden and the So- 
cialist parties of America. 

In the municipal election held at 
Winnipeg, Man., three union men 
standing as independents and one So- 
cialist were chosen to the City Coun- 
cil. Six seats were contested and an- 
other laborite lost by one vote and 
demands a recount. 

In a special election for member of 
the Greater Council, in Bern, Switzer- 
land, the candidate of the Socialist 
party, who is business agent of the 
Printers' Union, defeated the In- 
dependent candidate by a large 
majority. 



The American flag is an emblem. 
A fool, a rascal, an idiot may in- 
sult the flag. It is something 
different to attack the American 
people. Every intelligent man 
should understand the difference." 

* » • * 

ASKED about Mexico, London 
declared that the talk of revenge 
on the Carranza government for 
the lives of American business 
men taken by bandits was "the 
talk of savages, and out of place 
in a civilized community." 

Asked more specifically as to 
his attitude on the army and 
navy, London answered first by 
saying that "the less this coun- 
try relies upon its army and 
navy, and the more it relies upon 
the genius of the American 
people, the better off will this 
country be." A moment later he 
expanded his answer: "If it were 
necessary, I would advocate an 
army which would enable every 
man in the United States to know 
the art of arms. I would like, for 
the sake of the working people, 
if a large army should be neces- 
sary, to see every workingman 
know how to use a gun, and not 
be the victim of the militia. But 
we have not come to that pass. 
No one threatens you. You are 
the .victims of a nightmare of 
your own imagination. 

London also predicted that if 
the European war continues a 
few months longer, "the world 
will witness one of the greatest 
revolutions in the history of man- 
kind." 

• • * « 
LONDON'S speech has attract- 
ed widespread attention here. It 
is being read carefully by every 
sort and condition of politician, 
statesman and observer of cur- 
rent affairs. London is a trained 
speaker and possesses a ready 
humor that gives him a hearing 
where a less witty man would 
not be listened to. Sprinkled thru 
the printed version of his remarks 
in the Congressional Record for 
January 18 are plenty of "Ap- 
plauses", "Laughters", and so 
forth. 

It is my opinion, based on con- 
versation with many people, that, 
if the London neutral congress 
resolution had been introduced fcy 
a Democrat, the Administration 
would have backed it and pushed 
it thru. 



Evans Art 

Pianos and Players 

Factory to You 

$ 





and up can be saved by my plan 
Belling direct from my factory to you. I can 
live you from f 125 to 1250 on an Kvmnm JkrOat 
Mod»l Mmmo or tNmymr. 
Frelffht Paid The easiest kind of terms, week- 
ZmHtliUJSSi ly, monthly, quarterly or yearly 
payments to suit your convenience. All middle- 
man. Jobbers, doaloro and agents profit* cut 
out. These are some of the reasons why I can sell 
the Evans Artist Modal Pianos for such little 
money. Let me send you the other reasons. 

SO DATS FREE TRIAL 

We allow all freight charges, let yon use the 
beautiful Kvans Artist Modal Piano for thirty 

daysfrss. If you are not entirely satisfied, we will 
take It back without any cost to you— you are tho 
aole Judge to decide. If you want to keep it, you 
may do so on our low factory wholesale price on 
most convenient terms. 

Music Lesson* Without Cost 

To every customer we will give a two years 
course of piano instruction froo. Ask about our 
insurance plan. Writ* today. 

STORY «% CLARK PIANO GO. 

r. O. KVANS. Oon. Mgr.. Popt. C-18 Chicago 




WOULD YOU 

show this standard high 
grade 42 key fully visible 
typewriter to your friends 
and let them see wherein 
It excells any other $10* 
typewriter, if by doing this 
~~laWBBkBiamw*' ana rendering other small as- 
tn nTsT^^**^^ slstance, you could easily earn on* 
■ W\ iwKw to keep as your own? Then by post card 
or letter to ns simply say. Mail Particulars?* 
WOODSTOCK TYPEWRITER CO., Dept. J-148 CMcago.lH. 

RED HOT If ? ou waTit > for self ° r 

nbif nui friends, a paper that 
combats all religious dogma send 50c 

for each AGNOSTIC and & et 
subscriber "'■"'■•iiw the hottest 
paper published. Don't delay. Send 
today. PIPER 

THE CRUCIBLE, G. r «rcn 
1330 1st Ave., Seattle. 5 0 CENTS 



LADIES to SEW at HOME 

for a large Phila. firm ; good money, steady 
work ; no canvassing ; send stamped envelope 
for prices paid. UNIVERSAL. CO., Dept. 8*. 
Walnut St., PHILA., PA. 



Man Immortal Now Sn^/i^.^ 

pages, 15 cents, postpaid. Pastor Landen- 
berger, Windsor Place, St. Louis, Mo. 



II fill FY ' s superior to manufactured swecis 
■1 M 1i C I because it contains minerals and 
salts required by the body. C. Stimson — Bee- 
keeper — Holly, Colo. Chicago distributer— 
H. G. Young, 1431 Berteau Ave. 



"Stop swatting tlr: fly for a while 
and swat the SlO-a-week salaries," is 
the way Prof. Scott introduced him- 
self to a Toledo audience. Nearing, 
who was fired out of the University of 
My dear Comrade Kruse: I am so j Pennsylvania by the plutes in control 
grateful for the work you and your | of that institution because he demand- 
co-operators accomplish. Your or- j ed ( justice for labor, has accepted a 
sanitation seems to me a necessity in 1 chair in the Toledo University. 



is rasi!y prrown. Clears fi 
pev iquare rod. *>--'--** 
T. J. STOUT. A, 



Uoo!; 

42, Edinburr, Int. 



SOCIAL CHRISTIAN. New 16 p. Socialist 

Magazine. 25c year. 741. N. La Salle, Chicago. 



AGENTS 



-SALESMEN-MANAGERS- t^^i 

who want better positions— Stop right here— ttt f res 
information on tho Groatost Housohold Invention 
_ ovsr known— A SELF WRINGING MOP. 

An opportunity to make easy money— at home or traveling* 



-TO- 



1>II JHl 



^$75 

EVERY 
WEEK, 



LISTEN* Ono man's ordor»ea*OOono month— profit 91660; Mete bow 
•MaMa in Pa., made $9.00 la 2 1-2 hrs. A. E. Martin, Mich., tays: "Called at 20 
homes, made 19 sales." E. Menu. Wis., says: "Sold 131 In Z days." E. Randal, Minn- 
"Canvassed 11 families, took 11 orders." John D. McLeod sold • aftar siippar 
In less than an hour. Don't nssd •xpsrlsne*. sells Itaslf. That's the way it roes. You 
can't fail. You are bound to win. You oan soli 100 mops s week, working only hali time. 

4^ Two turns of erank wrings out every drop of wator. Staple, practical, reli- 
able, durable, never wears out. Bvory homo ouys. No talking necessary. Show it, take 
the order. Get started now, dou't wait. Wo will hofpyou. 

Wo want Aganta, •slaamsn, Managers in every county to CO otders, appoint, 
supply, control sub-agents. ISO poroont profit. No Investment required. Sample free 
with first order. New catalog, Instructions, »Wom-t» evidenne. all Froo. 

U. S. WOP COMPANY 376 MAIN ST„ TOLEDO. OHIO 



SELLING EASY 
WRINGER MOPS 
EASY MONEY 
fEASY TO SELL 

Got on EASY STREET soil- 
ing Easy Mops 



jThese ll-i? 
'lustrations 
show the 
mop on 
the floor 
and also 
when it Is 
\ wrung up. On the 
t it spreads out 
I Is held down firm 
ly at all points. When 
lifted it straightens out 
automatically for 
wringing, and two 
turns of crank takes 
out every drop of 
water. Mopping Is 
now a pleasure and 
the floor Is cleaned 1C0 
percent better in h/Jf 
the time." 



Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 



THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, JANUARY 2 9, 1916. 



3 



Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents. 



Auditor's Re port For Six Months. 

rHE AUDITOR'S Report always furniahes some interesting data. It 
shows how the finances of the party stand — a very necessary piece of 
information. 

Exhibit 2 shows the credits and charges, and shows that our net income 
>r the six months, over and above expenses, was $1,061.01. This means that 
fter all the work of various kinds has been paid for, we have the surplus 
tentioned on hand. 

Exhibit 3 gives the cost of all the various activities of the National 
•ffice, in detail, and in tables 8 and 9, comparative figures are furnished for 
he American Socialist and the Literature department. 

Receipts both in the Literature department and The American Socialist 
ave been greater in the last six months than they were during the first six 
lonths of the year. The loss on the Literature department for the first six 
lonths, when it was in charge of a manager, was $2,548.52, against only 
2,009.20 for the last six months, during which a a manager was in charge 
or only three months. The same thing is true of The American Socialist, 
'he American Socialist shows a very small loss. 

The report will repay examination and should be read by every member, 
f there are items that are not understood, a question addressed to the 
ecretary will bring an explanation. The report is as follows: 




ERNEST RECKITT & CO., 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS. 
IARQUETTE BUILDING. CHICAGO. ILL. 

Chicago, January 17th, 1916. 
National Executive Committee, 
The Socialist Party, 

Chicago, Illinois. 
Gentlemen : We have made an examination 
f the Books of Account of the National 
Mfice of the Socialist Party for the six months 
nded December 31st, 1915, and now submit 
ur report thereon. 

In the following paragraphs we comment 
ipon certain of the items appearing in these 
Exhibits : 

BALANCE SHEET (EXHIBIT No. 1) 

Furniture and Fixtures are stated at their 
>ook value as at January 1st, 1914, plus the 
ost of subsequent additions and less j> per 
:ent depreciation for each half year pertoo. 

The Library Account is stated at its book 
■alue as at January 1st, 1914, plus the cost 
if additions to date, without any depreciation 
laving been written off. Since the discontinu- 
mce of the Information Department at Sep- 
ember 30th, 1915 the National Office has had 
ittle need of the Library, and. unless some 
)ractical use i>e made of it the account should 
ie written off. 

The Inventories of Departmental Supplies 
uid the Literature in stock at the National 
DflRce were taken by Office employes; and the 
principal stock of Literature was inventoried 
Dy your shipping agents at Racine, Wisconsin. 
We have not verified quantities but we have 
satisfied ourselves as to the clerical accuracy 
>f the calculations. 

The individual Accounts Receivable were 
thoroly scrutinized by us. The total of same 
stated on the attached Balance Sheet includes 
» number of accounts of long standing due 
from Party Members and Party Organizations. 
Th« value of these accounts is questionable 
but no reserve has been created to provide for 
any loss on their realization. There were, 
however, bad accounts aggregating $6^3,41 



written off during the past half year on the 
authority of your Executive Secretary. 

The cash on deposit at the bank at December 
(1st, 1915, as shown by the Books cf Account, 
was reconciled with the bank statement of that 
date and was further verified by correspon- 
l»nce with your Bankers. The Cash on Hand 
was verified by actual count. 

GENERAL INCOME AND EXPENSE 
ACCOUNT (EXHIBIT No. 2) 

The net excess of Income over Expenses 
for the six months ended December 81st, 1915, 
as shown by this statement is $1,061.01, as 
compared with a loss of $1,857.03 for the pre- 
ceding half year or a more favorable showing 
to the extent of $2,918.04. 
DEPARTMENTAL INCOME AND EXPENSE 
ACCOUNT (EXHIBIT No. 3) 

The Income and Expenses of the various 
departments for the half year just ended are 
shown in this statement. The distribution oi 
Expenses common to the several department* 
has been made on the same basis as in former 
periods. 

In the preparation of this statement it was' 
necessary for us to estimate the earned por- 
tion of the credits arising from American 
Socialist Lecture Course Subscriptions. 
AUDITS. 

We have made a thoro audit of the books 
and are pleased to report they were kept in 
good order. We beg to say, however, that 
sufficient detail is not being recorded in 
respect to The American Socialist Lecture 
Bureau Subscriptions to enable the accurate 
preparation of operating statements ; but since 
this would require a great deal of clerical 
labor it is perhaps advisable from the stand- 
point of economy not to engage extra service 
for this purpose. 

The monthly statements of Cash Receipts 
and Disbursements from July to November 
1915, inclusive, as published in The American 
Socialist were compared with the Cash Book 
for the corresponding months and were fourtd 
to be in agreement therewith. 



Exhibit Ne. 3. 

DEPARTMENTAL INCOME AND EXPENSE. ACCOUNT FOR THE SIX MONTHS ENDED DECEMBER 31st, 1915. 

(SUBJECT TO REPORT HEREWITH.) 



Exhibit No. 1. 
BALANCE SHEET AS ON DECEMBER 31st, 
(SUBJECT TO REPORT HEREWITH) 
ASSETS. 

FURNITURE AND FIXTURES 

LIBRARY 

INVENTORIES : 

Local Supplies, 

Literature and Supplies 

Office Stationery and Supplies, 

American Socialist Supplies, 

Young Peoples Dept. Literature and Supplies, 

Cuts and Electros 

Insurance Unexpired, 

Postage, , 

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE: 

Locals, States, Etc 

Sundry, 



2,486.68 
8,539.94 
345.88 
334.15 
162.01 
400.00 
24.43 
5.03 12 



.,99."..75 
926.43 



,298.12 



3.4S0.06 
400.59 3,830.64 



CASH : 

In Bank, .v , 1,964.75 

On Hand, , . . . . 60.00 2,014.' 



$25,063.69 



LIABILITIES. 

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

Organisers,- National Committeemen, Party Workers, etc, 

(Details given in Exhibit No. 4) 

Sundry Creditors, 

(Details given in Exhibit No. 6) , 

Appropriations Unexpended, 

(Details given in Exhibit No. 6) 

Special Funds Unexpended, 

(Details given in Exhibit No. 7) 

Royalties Accrued 

NOTES PAYABLE: 

Bankers, 1,500.00 

Trade Creditors. 1,388.40 2,883.40 

NATIONAL OFFICE SURPLUS, July 1st, 1915 16,419.75 

ADD: Net Income six months ended December SI, 1915, 

as per Exhibit No. 2 1,0.61.01 17,480.76 

$25,063.69 



.$ 432.87 

. 1,477.49 

344.52 

. 2,066.27 

428.88 $4,749.53 



Exhibit No. 2. 

GENERAL INCOME AND EXPENSE ACCOUNT FOR THE SIX MONTHS ENDED 
DECEMBER 31st, 1915. *" 
(SUBJECT TO REPORT HEREWITH.) 
CREDITS. 

National Dues, $19,861.85 

Party Contributions, , 526 09 

Discount .* 58.'79$20,436.73 



Departmental Exxpenses (Net) : 
(Details given in Exhibit No. 3) : 

Literature and Supplies, 

American Socialist 

Executive 

Information 

Young People3, 

Translators 



CHARGES. 



, .$2,000.20 
.. 134.15 

. 5,702.81 

. 1,111.32 
, . 536.99 

. 6,468.66 15,963. K 



National Educational Committee _ 

Executive Committee, 

International Dues, !..!'.!". \ '." " " 

Expenses of Headquarters Fund ",!'.!!.!".!!!!! 

Mail Order Department Expenses '. '. '. '. * " .' 

National Committee Meeting (Additional) ]", 

Women's National Committee (Additional), 

Appropriations : 

Woman Suffrage Campaign con /• 

State of Maine 150 00 

State of New Hampshire, •'" "!!!!!!!!! 15000 

State of Mississippi 11 or , 

Ukrainian Federation, . . .' .".'.'.".'.'.'.'".".'.".*" 26.00 

Free Literature , 

Unredeemed Lecture Course Subscription Cards 
sundry old accounts written off, 



cancelled and 



120. 

i oiV 

139, 
88. 
6. 



982. 
473. 
683. 



73 
82 

41 19,575.72 



NET INCOME, six months ended December 31st, 1915. 
transferred to Exhibit No. 1 



$ 1,061.01 



EXECUTIVE DEPT. 



WALTER LANFERSIEK. 



Secretary 



r 1 »,„ ?fatio,,aI ExecutiTe Committee: 
JAMES H. MAURER. 1355 N. 11th St., 
Reading, Pa. 

TERMER. Mount Olive. 111. 
GEORGE H. GOEBEL. 11 Bridge St., New- 
ark, N. J. 

EMIL SEIDEL, 1154 Twentieth St., Mil- 
waukee. Wise. 
ARTHUR Le SUEUR, Fort Scott, Kans. 

Address all communications to The So- 
cialist Party, 803 West Madison St.. Chi- 
C *5 0, A ddress aI1 mail to departments 
not to individuals. Make remittances 
payable to the Socialist Party. 

Matter for publication toPthT~officlal 
columns of The American Socialist must 
Be on file in the National Office by the 
Monday preceding the date of issue. 



OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 
Proposed National Referendum. ' 
By Local Attica, Indiana. 

That the Socialist Party platform for 1916 
•hall contain planks demanding : 

(a> That all communications received from 
or s-°it to the representatives of this or foreign 
nations by the government of the United 
States shall he made public the day they are 
received or tent. 

_ (b) That, all treaties made with foreign na- 
tions by the United States government shall 
be deemed null and void u.nd not binding upon 
the people or novernment of the United States 
until adopted by the direct affirmative vote 
cf a majority of the people of the United 
States. 

(c) That the power to declare war shall be 
taken from Congress and restored to the 
people and in no case shall the aovernment 
oi the United Sti.tes declare war or invade 
tlip territories of a foreign country unless 
authorized by the atiirmative vote of u majori- 
ty of the people oi the United States. 
Comment. 

Inasmuch as all the war referemlums pro- 
posed last winter failed for want of seconds, 
and as we believe the Socialist Party should 
take a stand fiw: popular eontrol of war, Local 



Attica again presents a war referendum for 
the comrades' consideration. 

Nothing in this referendum prevents the 
tovernment from taking all proptv measures 
for national defense. But it does provide 
against forcing this nation into war by of- 
fensive military operations against other 
countries or by entangling alliances with 
foreign powers. It also provides the necessary 
publicity as to government relations with 
other nations mid leaves the final decision 
as to peace or war in the hands of the people. 

15 members in good standing. 

Published for sccqnds, Jan. 29, 1916. 

EXPIRED NATIONAL REFERENDA. 
By Local Omega, Florida. 

r 18 members in good standing. 
To amend the motion for national 
referendum proposed by Local Gooding, Idaho, 
by striking out the clause which reads: 
"Nothing herein stated, howeve-, shall be 
construed as any limitation upon lie power 
of Congress and the President to ftrepare for 
emergencies by making preparations as they 
may deem necessary for the defense of the 
nation." 

Expired Jan. 14, 1916, without seconds. 

By 15th Ward Polish Br., Chicago. 

32 members in srood standing. 

Amendment to the National Constitution: 

"Any member of the Socialist Party who 
advocates militarism or war or unites with 
and supports organ izaitons of unsocialistic 
tendencies, shall be expelled from the Party." 

Seconded by: 12th Wd., Polish Br., Chicago, 
III. (members not given) : 11th Wd., Polish 
Br., Chicasro. 111. (members not given) ; 
Italian Br., Cicero, 111., 15; Polish Br., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., (members not given) ; Lith. Dr-s 
Moines, la., 9; Polish Br., West Side. Detroit, 
Mich., 103. 

Total membership represented, 169. 

Expired, Jan. 21, 1916. 



EXPENSES. 

Cost of Goods sold, -. 

Wages 

Freight and Express 

Printing, Postage,- etc., . . . 

Stationery and Supplies, 

Furniture and Fixtures Depreciation, 

Telephone 

General Expense, 

Rent 

Telegrams and Cablegrams, 

Royalties 

Premiums, 

Advertising in American Socialist 

American Socialist Lecture Course Expenses, . . 

Referendum Expense 

Dues and Campaign Stamps 

INCOME 

Sales, Subscriptions and Advertising, 

NET EXPENSE (transferred to Exhibit 2),. . 

Exhibit No. «. 
LIST OF ACCOUNTS DUE TO ORGANIZ- 
ERS, NATIONAL COMMITTEEMAN, 
PARTY WORKERS, ETC., AS ON 
DECEMBER 31st, 1915. 

Ernest Moore, $ 20.00 

Walter Scott 5.00 

Kate Richard O'Hare 64.10 

Cornelius Lehane, 26 

Adolph Germer, 44.70 

Morris Hillquit, 150.00 

Wm. F. Barnard, 8.82 

C. B. Hoffman 60.00 

Luella Twining 100.00 



$482.87 

Exhibit No. 5. 
LIST OF SUNDRY CREDITORS AS ON 
DECEMBER 31st, 1915. 

Barton Hobart • Paper Co $256.33 

Ralph Korngold 32.95 

Scott Foresman & Co., 1.99 

Sundry Outstanding Credits 310.89 

Chas. H. Kerr & Co 43.80 

National Rip Saw 171.85 

The Masses , 24 

A. B. Dick & Co 68.80 

The McMillan Co., 9.73 

B. W. Huebsch, 11.74 

J. H. O'Neil Co 96.00 

Standard Photo Engraving Co 30.78 

Horders Stationary Stores, 14.08 

J. W. Butler Paper Co., ... 13. iC 

Rapid Addressing Machine Co., 42.03 

Golden Rule Cuttery Co 9.50 

Empire Novelty Co 41.52' 

Lynch & Skanby 52.25 

Howe Simpson Co., 11.90 

Socialist Literature Co 26.15 

Geo. H. Doran Co 18.15 

Nelson, Eisman, Quist Co ; 1.80 

Slaters Fire Proof Storage Co., 65.75 

Doubleday, Page & Co., 1.95 

Schenectady Citizen, 8.63 

Bastian Bros. Co 135.42 



$1,477.49 

Exhibit No. 6. 
LIST OF APPROPRIATIONS UNEXPENDED 
AS ON DECEMBER 31st, 1915. 

Pennsylvania 22nd Cong. District 

Campaign Appropriation $100.00 

North Dakota 3rd Cong. District 

Campaign Appropriation 54.50 

State Committee of New Jersey 50.00 

State Committee of Pennsylvania 125.02 

State Committee of Alabama, 15.00 

$844.52 

Uxhibit No. 7. 
LIST OF SPECIAL FUNDS UNEXPENDED 
AS ON DECEMBER 31st, 1915. 

West Virginiu Free Speech, , $ 96.90 

Monthly Cai ap.visn Stamp Fund, 60.72 

Miners Union of Illinois 1.00 

Russian Political Prisoners, 20.00 

Organization : Receipts $1,876.31 

Less Payments 1,694.87 I81..44 

Headquarters Fund, 974.98 

Znmnierwald Conference, 10.00 

Woman's Work, 660.75- 

European W ir Relief 34.50 

Servian and Bulgarian, . r <5 

Strikers Children, 45.23 



By Local, Portland, Me. 

40 members in :?ood standing. 

"That the operation of Article IX of the 
National Constitution (relating to conven- 
tions) be suspended for the year 1916; 

"That a Committee on Platform and an- 
other on Resolutions, each equal in number 
to the Committee on Constitution, now bein.r 
elected by the National Committee, (>e 
nominated and elected in a similar manner 
to draft the National platform for 1916 and 
to receive and draft such resolutions as may 
be submitted or may appear necessary; 



"That these several committees (Platform. 
Constitution and Resolution) shall submit 
their reports to the membership not later 
than May 1, 1916, for final adoption or re- 
jection by referendum vote." 

Seconded by: Ottumwa, la., and Cordelia, 
N. Dak., members not given. 

Expired, Jan. 21, 1916. 

FINAL REPORT ON MOTION PROPOSED 
Bl SCANDINAVIAN NO. 4, ROCKFORD, 
ILL. 

Seconds were legal up to January 21, 1916. 
The ninety -day period ijnded on <hat dace. 
When the requisite percentage of seconds was 
received, ballots were prepared and sent oul 
to the membership. The following seconds are 
those received since Dec. 18. In the issue of 
The American Socialist of that date was 
published a complete report of all seconds then 
on file. 

SECONDS: Washington Locals: Sunny Hill, 
12 ; No. 1, Spokane, 61 ; Ilwaco, 9 ; Liberty, 
b ; No. 1, I uanita, 10 ; Suomela, 26 ; Vancou- 
ver, 48 ; Lake Campbell, 6 ; Orin, 12 ; Medical 
Lake, 16.; No. ]. Anacortez (members hot 
sriven) ; Marcus, 11 ; Hartford, 15 ; Gold Bar, 
8; Centralia, 38; Mt. La Fleur. 7; Bryant, 8; 
Sherman, 12 ; Lyman, 9 ; Tenino, 8 ; Brown- 
ville, 9 ; No. 1, Tacoma, 25 ; Steptoe, 8 ; Dun- 
lap, 17 ; Prosscr, 10 ; Sauk, 10 ; Kennydaje, 1 ; 
Lower Naches, 9 ; Curlew, 11 ; Buffalo, N. Y., 
36; Westville, 111., 32; Luierne. Pa., 10; 11th 
Wd., Woman's Br., Cook Co., 10; Finn. Ash- 
tabula, O., 68 ; Italian Branches : Hoboken, N. 
T.. 15; Oglesby, 111., 30; Schenectady, N. Y., 
20; Cicero, 111., 15; Blandford, Ind., 13; 11th 
Wd.. Cook Co., 111.. 50; East Boston, Mass., 
13; Cedar Point, 111., 8; Washington, D. C, 
'■) ; South Slavic Branches: Columbus, Kans., 
14: Dunlo, Pa., 19; Virginia, Minn., 10; Mc- 
Keesport, Pi., 8 ; So. Sharon, Pa., lij No. 
131. Pittsburgh, Pa., 14; Akron, O., 11; 
Woodlawn, Pa., 16 : Detroit, Mich., 17 ; Gross, 
Kuns., 16 ; Youngstown O., 48 ; Steubenvillc, 
O., 15; Sesser, 111., 16; Red Lodge, Mont., 
f.2 ; Canonsburg, Pa., 22; Pittsburgh, Pa., 11; 
Lettish Br., Minneapolis, Minn., 66 ; JewisTi 
Br.. 3rd and 10th A. D., New York City. 50 ; 
Stand. West Chelmsford, Mass., 9 ; Slovak- 
lioh., Woodlawn, Pa., 16; Slovak No. 1, New 
York City, :J5 ; Orofino, Ida., 43 ; Newman, 
Ida., 8; M»line, No. 112, 111., 11: Medfont, 
Mass., 12 ; Terrin. No. 63, Pa., 15 ; Nampu, 
Ida., 38: Rp.cine Wis. (members not given): 
Slovak, Trenton, N. J., 15 ; Slovak, Gutten- 
berg, N. J., 20 ; Lith. Lawrence. Mass., 49; 
New Boston, Minn.. 21 ; No. 13, Morgan, Pa., 
21 ; San Antonio, Tex., 22 ; Lith. Des Moines, 
la., y ; Moline, 111., 46 ; Jewish, Buffalo, N. Y. 
(members not givon) ; Lith. New Kensington, 
Pa., 11 ; Jewish, Down Town, New York City, 
125 : Slovak, Newark, N. J., 79 ; Asheville, 
N. C, 7 ; Colorado Springs, Colo., 37 ; Siovaic, 
No. 9, Cook Co.. 111. ' 

Total Membership represented by all seconds 
received, 7,224. 

SECONDS TO REFERENDA. 
Received Since Last Publication. 

By TACOMA NO. 1, WASH. (Declaration 
on war. First published, Oct. '.!0, 19K^ 
Seconded by: Kelso, Wash.; Everett No. 1, 
Wash. : No. Yakima, Wash. ; Chelan, Wash. ; 
MiMvillc, Wash. ; Suomela, Wash. ; Lyman, 
Wash.: Olympia, Wash.; Williston, N. D. ; 
Curlew. Wash. 

By OSWEGO, KANS. (Proposing to locate 
the National Office at Fort Scott, Kans. First 
published Dec. 18, 1915.) Seconded by: Fort 
Collins, Colo. ; Columbus, O. ; Medford, Mass. ; 
Springdale, Ark. 

By BATTLE CREEK, MICH. (Proposing 
thut the National Executive Committee also 
constitute the National Campaign Committee 
and that the Information Department be re- 
tained under the direction of the Executive 
Secreatry. First' published Dec. 18, 1915). 
Seconded by: Columbus, O. ; Fort Collins, 
Cole. ; Kokomo, Ti.d 

By OMAHA, NEBR. (Proposing that each 
applicant for admission to the Socialist Party 
shall pay 25 cents over and above the regular 
cost of initiation for subscription to The 
American Socialist. First published, Dec. 25, 
1915.) Seconded by: Williston, N. D. ; Colum- 
bus, O. : Finn. Sparta, Minn.: Finn. San 
Francisco, Cal. 

By JEWISH BK., DOWN TOWN, NEW 
YORK C IV (Proposing an endorsement uf 
the Z'mmeiwald Manifesto. Fast published 
Jan. 1, 1916.) Seconded by: Mullan, Ida.; 
Canton, 111. ; Omaha, Nebr. ; Finn., Sparta, 
Minn. 

By NO. 1, LA CROSSE, WIS. (Proposing 
t.-> amend the National Constitution by striK- 
ing out Article 2, Section 6. First published, 
Jan. 1, 1916.) Seconded by: Lettish, Minnea- 
polis, Minn. ; Freeport, 111. ; Edmonds, Wash. ; 
Omaha, Nebr.; Finn., Spartr., Winn. 

By ELIZABETH AND HUNTINGTON, W. 
VA. (Providing that anyone guilty ad- 
vocating militarism shall be expelled from the 
party. First published, Jan., 1916.) Seconded 
by : Des Moines, la. ; Canton, 111. : Mjdford, 
Mass. ; Mullan, Id*. ; G. S. S. Osasto ; Cfoquet, 
Minn-; Omaha, tyebr. ; Finn., Sparta, Wnn. 
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EXHIBIT NO. 8. 








Comparative 


Profit and 


Loss Account (Literature and 


Supplies) for 


the six 


months ended 






June 30th, 1915 and December 31st, 1915. 







Wipe Out National Convention; 
Retain information Department 

NATIONAL Referendum "C", to cancel the national convention of 1916 
closed Jan. 18. As * result, there will be no national convention. The 
National Platform is to be drafted by the national executive committee 
and submitted to the membership for endorsement. The national campaign 
committee is to be elected by a referendum of the membership, and the call for 
nominations for this committee was issued this week. 

National Referendum "D" on the question of abolishing the Information 
Department, received a negative vote,, and the department will be retained. 
The tabulated vote by states is as follows; 



i. 



i To suspend 
Art. IX of 

v th«. National 
Constitution 

i for 1916 



Six months 



Six months 



CREDITS 

SALES 

CHARGES. 

GROSS COST OF SALES 

WAGES 

PRINTING, POSTAGE AND "EXPRESS 

RENT AND MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. . 

NET LOSS 

FREE LITERATURE AND SUPPLIES 

Included in above Sales, 



ended June 30. 1915 ended Dec. 31, .1915 
$ 5,990.33 $ 6.748.74 



To authorise 
ho N. E. C. 
to draft 
platform > 
for 1916 



{Referendum "D" 



To elect 
th« Campaign 

Committee 
for 1916 by 
referendum 



Shall the 
Information 
Department 
be abolished. 



yes 



no I 



ym 



yea 



yes | no 



Alabama 64... 

Alaska — — . . . 

.Arizona 102... 

Arkansas 

282... 
93... 
59... 



0. 
12'. 

36. 
1S8. 



05.. 

103 - . '. 

Hii'.'. 

102.. 
•9.. 

"is.; 



0. 

""«'. 
~ao! 

27. 
188. 

""22'. 



•4'. 

11. 

10$. 



1.... 27... 

"liY.'.'na.'.'. 



47.. 
55.. 

124.. 

"IS!! 



164. 
69. 
91. 



711 
72 
117 



$ 3,989.75 
1.695.75 
1,868.97 
984.38 



8,538.85 



$ 4,957.28 
981.09 
1,980.28 
839.29 



2,548.52 



8,757.94 
2,009.20 



EXHIBIT NO. S. 

Comparative Profit and Loss Account (American Socialist) for the six months ended 
June 30th, 1915 and December 31st, 1915. 
CREDITS 

SUBSCRIPTIONS, ADVERTISING AND 

LECTURE BUREAU EARNINGS, 11,202.07 13,692.52 

CHARGES. 

PRINTING AND POSTAGE 7,721.86 6,972.28 

WAGES , . 2,039.66 2,198.58 

RENT AND MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES,.. 774.24 920.50 

LECTURE BUREAU EXPENSES 918.37 31,454.13 3,735.31 13,826.67 



NET LOSS 252.06 134.16 

EXHIBIT NO. 10. " 

Details of Executive Department for the six months ended December 31st, 1915. 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, TWO MEETINGS: 

Adolph Germer, % 92.38 

George H. Goebel, 195.20 

Arthur LeSueur 132.00 

James H. Maurer 170.00 

Emil Seidel 60.80 

Reporting Meetings 107.20 $ 757.58 

WAGES : * 

Executive Secretary , 778.68 

Office Help, Executive Committee Meetings, 75.00 

Executive Committee Correspondence, 100.00 

National Committee Correspondence, 45.00 

Bookkeeper, (All Departments), 565.25 

Filing Clerk ] geioo 

Press Service 20o!oo 

Official Column, American Socialist, , '. 7oloii 

Referenda, 2CI>!oO 

Manuscript and Editing Committee, . "15.0D 

Circularizing, , 20o!oo 

Local Secretary Lists, . '. ^k'oii 

General Correspondence ]..] 3 

GENERAL : 

Printing, Postage, Etc., { 

Stationery and Supplies i 

Furniture and Fixture Depreciation, 

Telephone, 

General Expense, a 

Rent, ..,..'..'.'."'.'.'.".!*.;; t 

Telegrams and Cablegrams, '. 

Referendum Expense, ' s 

Dues and Campaign Stamps, 3 



12... 
127... 
876... 
306... 
146... 
209... 

48... 

74... 



California 

Colorado 

Connecticut , 

Delaware , 

District of Columbia 32. 

Florida . 

Georgia 

Idaho ' 

Illinois , 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana . 

Maine 66. 

Maryland 23 . . . 

Massachusetts 425... 

Michigan 76... 

Minnesota 287. . . 

Mississippi — . . . 

Missouri 226... 

Montana 97. . . 

Nebraska — . . . 

Nevada 72... 

New Hampshire 80... 

New Jersey — — . . . 

New Mexico 75 . . . 

New York 525. .. 

North Carolina 12... 

North Dakota 133... 

Ohio 407. . . 

Oklahoma 918... 

Oregon 187... 

Pennsylvania 943... 

Rhode Island — . . . 

South Carolina / 11 . . . 

South Dakota 24... 

Tennessee 72... 

Texas 193. .. 

Utah 10... 

Vermont — — . . . 

Virginia ... 

Washington 669... 

West Virginia 72... 

Wisconsin 452 . . . 

Wyoming 47... 

Totals 8,393 ' 

Reports from Nebraska, New Jersey, Mississippi, and Florida received 
too late to be counted. 
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Hillauit, Hamilton, Maurer, Slayton, Suiter, 
Beiger. Total 15. 
Williams: Connolly, Robertson, Finke, Des 
! Rocher, Clark, Kirkpatrick, Rodriguez, Stark, 
i Jones, Irish, Neistadt, Nuorteva, Arlund, Lai- 
2,767.12 imer, Raymond, Duncan, Canright, Metcaif, 
I Tiller. LeSueur Ruthenberg. Wilkins, Sinclair, 
Stveiff, Allen, Reid, Bell, Ambler, Katterteltr, 
, Sudler. Kintzcr, Seidel, Gilleard. Total 33. 
j Comrade Williams having received a majori- 
ty of the committee is elected the fifth mem- ] 
ber of the Committee on Constitution. The | 
1 other members are Samuel Beardsley, L. E. I 
Kutterfeld, George H. Goebel and Walter Lan- 
I fersiek. 

Fraternally submitted, ! 



ELECTION OF PARTY OFFICIALS. 

CONNECTICUT: Martin F. Plunkett, 23 
Wallace Blk., Wallingford, National Commit- 
teeman. 

NEW MEXICO: Mrs. Do Roy Welsh, Norton, 
State Secretary ; Chaunccy Newson, Norton, 
National Committeeman. 



0 2,935.69 
S 6,460.39 



NAT'L COMMITTEE CORRESPONDENCE. 

Chicago, 111., Jan. 20, 1916. 
To the National Committee. 

Dear Comradas: I submit to you herewith 
for vote of your committee, the following: 
National Committee Motion No. 3. 
By Sadler of Washington. 

"In the event of the national referendum 
being carried providing for the election of n 
committee of five to confer with a like com- 
mittee of the S. L P. to consider the basis 
for unity, the Constitution Committee elected 
by the National Committee shall represent the 
Socialist Party as the committee on unity." 

Seconded by: McCrillis of Iowa, Slayton of 
Pennsylvania, Tiller of North Carolina, Sin- 
clair of Oklahoma. Stark of Kentucky, Kintzer 
of West Virginia. Finke of Arkansas, ana 
'A ilkins ox On5o. 

Vote clows Kobiuary 10, 19!6. Ballot in- 
closed. 



I report as follows: 
Vote on National Committee Motion No. 37. 

"A motion to reconsider shah be submitted 
rtr seconds only if made by a Natl, mil Com- 
mitteeman who voted "Yes" on the action to 
be re-considered." 

Voting Yea. 

Connolly, Robertson, Finke, Williams, Grif- 
fiths, Beardsley, Richman, Des Rocher, Wilk, 
Clark, Kirkpatrick, Stedman, McCrillis, Irish, 
Neistadt, Keracher, Arlund, Latimer, Ray- 
mond, Garver, Duncan, Canright, Whaley, 
Nichols, Goebel, Metcaif, Hillquit, Boudiu, 
Tiller, Wilkins, Ruthenberg, Sinclair, Allen, 
Slayton, Reid, Leeland, Rosson, Ambler, Kat- 
tcrfeld, Sadler, Suitor, Kintzer, Berger. 
Total, 43. 

Voting No. 

Rodriguez, Demarest, Hamilton, Streiff, Sei- 
del. Total, 5. 

Not Voting. 

McKee, Norton, Wattles, Brewer, Stark, 
Jones, Nuorteva, Roewer, Lunn, Strebel, 
LeSueur, Holt, Maurer, Revelise, Terlisner, 
Burgess, Gilleard. Total, 17. 

Motion carried. 

Comment by Seidel: "Nobody has the light 
to declare a motion out of order, so the rule 
could not be enforced." Fraternally submitted, 
WALTER LANFERSIEK, Executive Secretary. 

Chicago, 111., Jan. 18, 1916. 
To the National Committee. 

Dear Comrades: I report to you s.s follows: 
Vote on National Committee Motion No. 36. 

"That motion No. 30, providing for the sub- 
mission of alternative propositions on the 
question of holding or not holding a national 
convention, be reconsidered and another vote 
taken on it." 

Voting Yes: 

Finke, Beardsley, Richman. Wilk, Kirk- 
patrick, Rodriguez, Stedman, Wattles, Nuor- 
teva, Roewer, Whaley, Nichols, Goebel. De- 
marest, LeSueur, Hillquit, Hamilton, Streiff, 
Maurer, Slayton, Bell Suitor, Berger, Seidel. 
Total 24. 

Voting No : 
Connolly, Robertson, Des Rocher, Clark, 
McCrillis, irish, Latimer, Garver, Duncan, 
Canright, Metcaif, Tiller, Ruthenberg, Wil- 
kins, Sinclair, Allen Reid, Sadler, Kintzer, 
Gilleard. Total 20. 

Not Voting : 
McKer. Williams, Griffiths, Norton, Brewer, 
Stark, Jones, Neistadt, Keracher, Arlund, 
Raymond, Strebel, Lunn. Boudin, Holt, Reve- 
lise. Leeland, Terlisner, Ambler. Burgess, 
Katterfeld. Total 21. 

The Motion to reconsider has therefore car- 
ried, and I am re-submitting Motion No. 80, 
1915, as Motion No. 2, 1916. 

The motion as proposed by Comrade Kat- 
terfeld is quoted in full. ~ 
National Committee Motion No. 2, 1916. 
"That _ the following alternate propositions 
be submitted for referendum of the member- 
ship, the National Constitution to be amended 
by suspending for 1916 all sections conflicting 
with the decision of this referendum :— 

(Vote for 
One Only) 
(1) For holding- the regular National 
Convention in 1916 consisting of 
300 delegates, as provided in Art. 
IX of the National Constitution 



WALTER LANFERSIEK, Executive Secretary. 



NOTICE. 

Branch No. 1, Sheboygan, Wis., is anxious 
to know the whereabouts of Comrade M. 
Raife, aged about 46, a jew. He disappeared 
from this city about a month ago and mem- 
bers from the Jewish Branch filed charges 
against him. Any information should be lent 
to Comrade E. Wuethrick. Sheboygan, Wise. 



For your information, 1 am submitting t.'ie 
following facts : 

The result of the vote to reconsider Motion 
No. 30, submitted herewith as Motion No. 2, 
1916, cannot be known liiitil February 8th. 
If the committee votes in favor of initiating 
the national referendum proposed in that 
motion, it will be at least 10 days before the \ 
ballots can be prepared, printed and shipped 
to the State Secretaries. Allowing 6i> days for 
the referendum, it will be April 18th before 
it can be known whether or not we are to 
have a convention. The election of delegates 
from the various States would have to be 
accomplished by the first of June in order to 
permit the necessary notifications and allow 
time for the delegates to reach the convention. 

On the question of a national convention. 
National Referendum "C", 1915, (by Local 
Cincinnati) proposing to cancel the convention 
of 1916, closes today. We have reports from 
thirty-five states and it is evident that the 
motion_ will carry and that there will be no 
convenion, unless some further action is taken 
by the membership. I would call to your at- 
tention a section of the National Constitution 
adopted at the recommendation of your com- 
mittee in session last year: 

Section 5, Article XIV: "Whenever a 
motion, resolution or an amendment has 
been regularly initiated and passed on by 
the party membership another motion 
that conflicts with the same shall not be 
considered for at least six months." 

Report on Eigth Ballot for Committee , on 
Constitution. 
Ringler: Beardsley, Norton, Richman, Wilk, , 
Wattles, Roewer, Nichols, Goebel, Demarcs?, 



SPECIAL TO AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST 'READERS 

The war has played baroc -with the book publishing baaiaew. 
The publishers need money and I have agreed to take a carload of 
books oft their hands. Money talks t By paying spotcaeh In advance 
1 have obtained standard works at lew than aotual cost of produc- 
tion. Here Is a fair sample— 

COL. ROOT. 0. INfiERSOLL'S 

FORTY-FOUR LECTURES 

COMPLETE— CLOTH BOUND 

A standard volume, worth 0S.DO, which I offer to Am*rl»4tn 
••0faJf«C readers for only 01. 00, postage prepaid by me. Ju»t 
think of it I «20pages,eaoh 6xt, large type, cloth bound, aluminum 
stamped, with portrait of author, roif ONLY 91. QO mmM*AIO. 

Col. IngenolPs work In the lecture field will last for all tints. 
Though we may differ with him in his doctrines, all will admit the 
brilliancy of his great mind, and are upell-bnund with the beauty of 
his word pictures. He was one of tit* wotld'«..greateit orators, and 
this great boob will live forever. 

CLOTH BINDING, ALUMINUM STAMPED, 420 PP. 6 X S 




NEW EDITION! NEWTYPE! NEW PLATES! 

A line, cloth-bound volume; a valuable addi- 
tion to an t library; never ottered before for 
less than 12.60. Here's your chance to get this 

Sreat work at publishers cast of production, 
ust clip the coupon and send It with 11 .OS. 

Address yy # SCOTT, 
2-10 South Dearborn St.. Chicago 



COUPON 

W. SCOTT, 

0:$t—r*»rn Bt„ Chl0»g0 t III, 
Enoloted And tl.00 for which send me Robt. G. 
soil's 41 Compute Lectures, prepaid. 

Kama 

Address 



(2) For holding a National Conven- 
tion in 1916, consisting of 100 
delegates apportioned as provided 
in Art. IX 

(3) For holding no Convention, but 
only the regular National Commit- 
tee meeting of about 60 Commit- 
teemen, as provided in Art. IV 
of the Constitution 

(1) For holding neither a National 
Convention nor the regular Na- 
tional Committee meeting in 1?16 

If a majority of all votes cast is for (i), 
then there will be neither Convention nor 
Committee meeting. If (4) has not a majority, 
then all votes cast for (4) will be counted 
for Similarly, if (1) has not, a mujority, 
then all votes cast for (1) will be counted for 

(2) In this way the decision will represent 
the preference of a clear majority of th«? 
entire membership .votta*." \ 

Vote closes Feb. 8. 1916. Ballot) inclose*. 



QUALIFY 

FOR A BETTER POSITION 

The man ©r woman with understanding of Stenography and Typewriting is always given 
preference over those without such knowledge in any Business organization. The raises in 
pay and position go to those who know the details. The stenographer and typewriter knows 
the details, because the every day job of the stenographer and typewriter is bound hand and 
r the details of business organization. 

PEOPLE'S COLLEGE COMPLETE COURSE 

Your choice of Pittman, Gregg, or Dougherty system coupled with the most modern 
method of touch typewriting will make you an accomplished shorthand writer and typist in 
less time than by methods taught in other correspondence schools. 

WORK WHILE YOU STUDY 

This course will not interfere with your daily vocation and you can, if you will, find 
the time to complete the entire course within a year. 

The People's College 

Fort Scott - - - Kansas 



THE PEOPLE'S COLLEGE. 

FORT 8C0TT. KANSAS. 

Please send me particulars concerning year 
coarse in shorthand and typewriting. 

Name , 

P. O. 
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Weekly, 50 Cents per Year. 
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Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents. 



MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST 
VOTER AN AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST READER 



HAVE MINIATURE LYCEUM. 

AWAY OUT West in Washington 
in addition to using their share 
of the national lectures given in 
connection with The American Social- 
ist, the comrades have a miniature 
Lyceum all of their own. 

Mrs. G. H. Lockwood and L. E. Kat- 
terfeld are the speakers. Mrs, Lock- 
wood started January 16 and Katter- 
feld will go on the road about ten 
weeks later, when his term of office 
as State Secretary expires. 

Nearly one hundred locals in this 
one State have signed up for these 
two lectures, which is certainly a good 
beginning for the Presidential cam- 
paign year. 

The lectures are arranged on a pay- 
ing basis. The locals have their choice 
of paying for the lectures by selling 
combination subscription tickets good 
for The American Socialist and a 
number of other papers or of ar- 
ranging the lectures in any way they 
please. 

American Socialist readers should 
use this opportunity to get their 
friends to subscribe. 



The "ons" are still ahead of the 
"offs" this week to the tone of 128, 
which brings the total circulation up 
to 41,624. 



ROLL OP HONOR 



I'm a Henry DUBB If I Would Vote For Either End of That Animal 

PftfcTY Of MY 
Boss 



By Ryan Walker 




Readers of The American Socialist 
Voice Views In Party Referendum 



"Your paper i* doing great work in opposing 
militarism and preparedness, and along many 
other lines, and I wish yon the greatest suc- 
cess during the present year", is the tribute 
that comes from Darid Leslie Patterson, mem- 
ber of the history and political science faculty 
of the University of Kansas. 

E. Francis Atwood, state secretary of South 
Dakota, sends in a club of four, making a 
total of 229 subs harvested for the Great 
Cause. 

N. C. Knutson, Malcolm, Minn., sends in a 
club of four. George A. Nelson sends in a list 
of six and a Socialist pennant is being sent 
to Sandstone, Minn., to decorate the local 
headquarters. 

C. F. Fields, county secretary of Canyon 
County, Idaho, rushes in with a list of 15 
subs. This live county organization if sending 
in a list every month. Comrade Fields hopes 
that other county organizations will do like- 
wise. 

"This may help some", writes T. S. Marble, 
Colorado Springs, Colo., as he fires in a club 
•f four. 

Joshua S. Smith, of Corpus Chrlsti, Texas, 
renews his own sub and sends in three others 
for company's sake. 

We get a list of eight from Comrade Walker 
Smith, of Dowugiac, Mich. 

"If reading the paper does any good we 
ought to have an increase in Socialist votes 
next fall", writes-^Walter Gibson, Arcadia, 
Ind., as he sends in two subs. 

Comrade John A. Becker, of Sheridan, Wyo., 
sends in a club of four. 

I hope that I will soon be able to send in a 
lot of subs as now is the time that the work 
should be done", says C. D. Stevenson, ot 
Grove City, Pa. 

We have just received a bunch of 30 sub 
cards from L. £. Katterfeld, state secretary 
of Washington, as the first installment of 
subs secured on the Lockwood -Katterfeld 
lecture course. 

Fred Broeckman, of St. Louis, Mo., sends 
in a list of 10 and orders six sub cards which 
entitles him to one of our souvenir knives. 
He writes, "I am going to become a worker 
for our own press from now on." 

Another souvenir knife goes to Comrade 
G. A. Gneiser. of Morgantown 
the list of IS subs just received from him. 
He says, "It is my opinion if we did not have 
The American Socialist the life of the party 
would be short"'. 

Comrade Reinhoid Werner, of Pittsburgh, 



In with an order for 12 sub cards, 

Comrade M. Van Buskirk, Bethlehem, Pa., 
also answers to the roll call as he orders 
seven sub cards and sends in a renewal. 

"I like The American Socialist. I am with 
you in the Cause", writes J. D. Vitte, Bay 
Hed, Fla., as he orders four sub cards. 

Local Frankfort, N. Y., orders four sub 
cards and Local Secretary John E. McKay 
writes, "We intend to keep a number of cards 
on hand hereafter". 

WATCH THEM GO! J. J. Prnche, Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., vets 14 sub cards, while 12 more 
go to E. G. Shontz, Shamokin, Ta. 

Isidor Hurwitz, New York City, orders 10 
sub cards and gets our souvenir knife. Here 
is his message, "Our paper is a valuable 
weapon for the producing class, so it is the 
duty of the producing class to make it power- 
ful by getting people to read it". 

Otto Vierling, state secretary of Missouri, 
is a good booster for The American Socialist. 
He orders eight cards and sends in a list of 
17 subs. 

Comrade S. V. Sadler, Portland, Ore., orders 
a bundle of 30 copies of The American So- 
cialist for five weeks. 

"This is our paper. Let us show the people 
what we can make out of it", writes J. W. 
Hawkins, East St. Louis, III., as he sends in 
a bunch of 10 subs. 

F. L. Packard, Dalton, Mass., rounds up 
four new subs and gets nine renewals. 

William Schneider sends in an order for 
300 copies of The American Socialist for the 
comrades at Glen Carbon, 111. The Glen 
Carbon comrades are using their paper in 
Sunday distributions. 



BENSON, ALLAN L. — Born Plain- 
well, Mich., Nov. 6, 1871. Son of a 
factory worker. Mother died when he 
was three years old. Went to live with 
grandfather on farm. Attended 
district school in winter and at age 
of fourteen worked by month on farm 
for neighbor. Left home to support 
himself at age of fifteen. Worked in 
a chair factory a year and a half, be- 
ginning at $3.50 a week. Worked in 
paper mill a year. Got the only 
year's high schooling he ever had by 
quitting paper mill, taking job as 
janitor in high school at Otsego, Mich. 
Left school without graduating to 
teach district school. Taught one 
winter, then went to Detroit to seek 
job on newspaper as reporter. Found 
none at first, so went to work for 
Peninsular Car Company as a mach- 
ine hand. Laid off every Saturday 
afternoon to go down town in Detroit 
and seek newspaper job. After weeks 
of failure, at last found a place. For 
twenty years thereafter worked on 
newspapers. Assistant managing 
editor of Detroit Journal, Telegraph 
editor Chicago Inter-Ocean, and Salt 
Lake Tribune. Managing editor 
Detroit Times and Washington 
(D. C.) Times. Became Socialist in 
1902 while editor Detroit Times, and 
immediately began editorially to ad- 
vocate Socialism in paper. Resigned 
in 1904 because forbidden to continue 
such advocacy. Magazine writer for 
last 10 years. Author "Socialism 
Made Plain", "The Truth About So- 
cialism", "Our Dishonest Constitu- 
tion", "A Way To Prevent War", and 
numerous pamphlets, including "The 
Growing Grocery Bill" and "The 
Bombshell That Henry Ford Fifed". 



Thompson is by no manner of means 
a disinterested person, then let us 
have a real change. Keep out of the 
National Office all those who either 
started dissensions or were parti- 
cipants in the same. A real change 
will take place if we elect Adolph 
Germer. 

He has lately been endorsed at a 
big meeting of the members of locals 
in Greater New York (locals re- 
presenting 6,000 members) after a 
discussion of all candidates. Germer 
needs no eulogies and while not en- 
dowed with a college degree, he came 
to us, from the mines and was for 
years an active and trusted official of 
the Illinois Miners' organization. 
When we are in a position to place at 
the head of our organization, one who 
has had training in both the party 
and trade union movement, a fearless 
champion for Socialism in ";he labor 
movement, a gifted comrade like Ger- 
mer, it is but the part of wisdom to 
elect him.— U. SOLOMON, State 
Secretary, New York. 



ADOLPH GERMER FOR EXEC- 
UTIVE SECRETARY.— Now that we 
know who are the candidates for 
Executive Secretary one is able to 
indicate his choice. Heretofore we 
have been treated to a series of "in- 
spired stereotyped" letters blaming 
for everything 



*° e Vest v°aT"o1 ! Comrade Lanfersiek 



GERMAN EFFICIENCY* — Victor 
Berger, candidate for the N. C. E. 
gave his views on "preparedness" In 
The American Socialist, Jan. 15th. 
The article is well written and care- 
fully worded and should be thoroly 
analyzed by every Socialist before hip- 
vote for the N. E. C. is cast. 

He says in part, "Every citizen 
should devote one year between 19 
and 20 to the service of his nation." 
"They should learn how to operate 
machinery and understand the make-, 
up of an automobile, an aeroplane or 
a machine gun. One year of service 
would be sufficient to teach them all 
of that and a good deal more." "Girls 
should also learn how to give aid and 

comfort to the sick and wounded" 

"No able bodied man or woman should 
be exempt from this national duty on 
account of money, rank or class pri- 
vilege. The details of that education 
could be easily worked out as the ex- 
perience would require." 

It looks, at first glance, to be a sort 



I think it is more important that 
we have the best men for the best 
places in the affairs of the Party Or- 
ganization than that we have them in 
the Political field, where our work 
does not count much, yet. I hope that 
I may have the pleasure of seeing my 
request granted.— O. E. BAKER. Chi- 
cago. 



BY THE EDITOR.— In last week> 
issue of The American Socialist it 
was pointed out that the membership 
would be greatly aided in making a 
decision in the referendum now be- 
fore the party, if short statements 
setting forth what particular fields of 
activity the candidates have labored 
in would be published. Such state- 
ments were invited. The editor has no 
power to force candidates to submit 
such statements and he does not care 
to undertake the responsibility of pre- 
paring such statements himself. Sev- 
eral ruch statements, however, have 
already been published, we are this 
week presenting such a statement 
concerning Allan L. Benson, candidate 
for the presidential nomination, and 
others will no doubt be submitted. 



prosperity if we but put Thompson in 
•ve.....„.u „v».. c . «»« » ,„.„„„„ Lanfersiek's job. All the qualifications 
Pa^eviTentiTinVends to geV'buVy. *He" rushes j which others lack were suddenly dis- 
covered in Thompson and we were 
made to believe that not only is he 
pregnant with great ideas but also has 
the needed executive ability to carry 
them out. We are told of his great 
work as Manager of the Information 
Department — lately abolished by the 
National Committee — his ability as a 
writer and speaker. The Information 
Department did not require the same 
ability needed for Executive Secretary 
and the fact that Comrade Thompson, 
often obtained prolonged leave of ab- 
sence — to engage in more remunera- 
tive work — while his office ran 
smoothly, indicates as if other em- 
ployes were doing some of the work 
which is now credited to him. 

We are told that Thompson 'has 
organization plans, etc., but unfor- 
tunately his record in the organization 
shows that he was not always for- 
tunate in manifesting that organiza- 
tion spirit so essential for an execu- 
tive official. His name was linked 
with early splits in the state of 
Nebraska, Minnesota, etc., and his 
interference with the organization in 
those states threatened to involve the 
entire national organization. Since 
the abolition of the Information De- 
partment Thompson was in charge of 
the National Lecture Bureau and as 
such he is. arranging a tour for several 
comrades. At the same time a private 
lecture is arranged in the East for 

Comrade Thompson. It is a sad 

exhibition of organization spirit when 
a comrade in charge of an official 
party lecture tour consents to be a 
party to a free lance tour. This alone 
should convince those who have no 
interest in the Thompson boom that 
he is far from being that ideal candi- 
date which we are told he is. 

If a change is necessary, and it 
seems that one is because of friction 
in the National Office, in which 



unpleasant in the party and were as 

sured " of an unprecedented era of j of a compulsory "Boy Scout" outfit 



Due Stamp Dater. 

EVERY Local Secretary should 
have a Due Stamp Canceller. 
We furnish dater with the neces- 
sary i-ubber dates for 60 cents. 

If you want a check on dues pay- 
ments, the only method is b"y dat- 
ing the stamp when it is pasted on 
the card. The dater just fits the 
stamp.— Socialist Party, 803 W. 
Madison St., Chicago. 



only it lacks the claim that it is not 
a military organization, as a re- 
deeming feature. He also furnishes 
the Red Cross with new recruits by 
training the girls to give aid and com- 
fort to the wounded. The Red Cross, 
the agent of Capitalism posing as a 
ministering angel while patching up 
the broken playthings of the war-goc! 
so that they can return- again to their 
work of rapine and slaughter. 

Of course, like Russell, Berger pro- 
vides that his boy scout army shall 
not be used for purposes of aggres- 
sion. And he says it will be impossible 
to use this army to quell labor 
disturbances. You might as well give 



GHENT DEFENDS THOMPSON. 

—The statements of L. E. Katterfeld 
regarding Carl D. Thompson and the 
Information Department published in 
a recent issue, ought not to go un- 
challenged. They are malicious state- 
ments and are wholly unsupported by 
facts. 

The allegation that one of the 
reasons for creating the Information 
Department was the desire to chastise 
John M. Work is preposterous. At 
least eight or nine years ago a pro- 
posal to create such a department 
was made by Ben Hanford. Its 
establishment was the result of a 
growing demand that could not longer 
be withstood. The allegation that the 
opposition to Work was largely 
created by the Wisconsin element is 
also preposterous. Whether that op- 
position was justified or not, is 
originated in no such way and it was 
not engineered by that element. The 
reference to Barnes is wholly mis- 
leading, in view of the fact that 
Barnes was the spontaneous and al- 
most unanimous choice of the national 
convention of 1912 for campaign 
manager. The statement regarding 
the selection of Thompson for head of 
the Information Department is based 
upon nothing whatever. The present ! 



al Campaign of the Summer and Fall. 
It will also have much to do with the 
preparation of the Party for that 
campaign before the campaign opens. 

In the candidacy of my neighbor, 
George H. Goebel, for re-election, I 
am specially interested. Not because 
he is my neighbor, but because he is 
so conspicuously distinct as a type of 
committeemen we are in great need of, 
always in need of, but very specially 
in need of for the work of the next 
term. 

Goebel has imagination and origin- 
ality, well balanced with serious solid 
good sense. Thus he has originating 
power. He can conceive plans, and 
think effectively and safely on ways 
and means. Goebel knows our move- 
ment East, West, North and South; 
he has travelled all over the country 
repeatedly, and has always been 
vigorously studious of the elements 
of strength and of weakness of our 
movement, and of its needs and re- 
sources. 

Goebel is happily eager in seeking 
counsel from any person who seems to 
have an idea worth while, no matter 
how prominent or how humble the 
person may be offering counsel. Goe- 
bel is keenly alert to the rights of the 
rank and file. Goebel criticizes boldly 
but fraternally. Again, and this is 
somewhat specially important, I have 
seen him promptly defend his personal 
enemies and their plans, and boldly 
oppose his personal friends and their 
plans, when the Party welfare seemed 
to justify him in doing so. Because of 
all these things, I shall vote for the 
re-election of Comrade Goebel to the 
National Executive Committee and 
hope that a large majority of the 
Party membership will do likewise. — 
GEORGE R. KIRKPATRICK. 



MATTER OF DISTANCE.— The 
great majority of the nominees for 
National Executive Committee reside 
at great distances from Chicago. This 
fact docs not necessarily mean that 
they are better equipped to hold office 
on the Committee than those residing 
say, within a radius of five hundred 
miles from seat of headquarters. 

A number of comrades have been 
nominated who live within the distance 
named. Why should they not be 
chosen ? 

The Party wastes hundreds of dol- 
lars each year because we persist in 
electing as members of the National 
Executive Committee those who are 
compelled to travel great distances 
to attend its sessions. 

In most of the states, the executive 
committees are elected in the same 
hap-hazard manner. We employ when 
selecting our National Executive Com- 
mittee 



some going so far as to denounce him 
as a traitor and to demand his ex 
pulsion. I take issue with these com- 
rades. There is not a drop of traitorous 
blood in Russell's veins. He is simply 
mistaken and it is our duty as his 
comrades to seek to convince him of 
his error. He has done as much as any 
one comrade to place the party and 
the movement in this country where it 
is today. I profoundly regret what I 
believe to be his mistake but I am 
sure he will right himself in due time. 
I too have made mistakes, many of 
them.— EUGENE V. DEBS. 



LANFERSIEK AND GOEBEL.— 

It seems popular to discuss party can- 
didates. It becomes our duty, there- 
fore, to tell the truth even tho it may 
not always be agreeable. 

There are two candidates who 
should not be voted for at the same 
time. Either one or the other might 
do to vote for, but the two together 
do not make a combination advantage- 
ous to the party. I refer to Lanfersiek 
and Goebel. 

Goebel was a source of constant 
annoyance to Barnes, Work, and my- 
self. The limitations of dignified dis- 
cussion do not permit or require spe- 
cification. The fact is there. 

Furthermore, Goebel has drawn out 
of the party treasury in his time over 
twelve thousand dollars, more than 
any other person has received. Ap- 
parently, from the present condition 
of the party, it had no permanent 
benefit as a result of this large out- 
lay. 

We should never have persons on 
the committee who use the position 
to further their own interests. Hence 
this letter. — WALTER LANFER- 
SIEK. 



The Last Call 



This is the last call for application 
on the Maley-Goebel lecture cours< 
Last week about eight locals signe 
up. Several others made inquiries an 
are about to close contracts for date: 
This - is the last call and locals tha 
want to take advantage of this rar 
opportunity of securing these tw 
speakers should write at once for fu 
particulars to The American Socialis 
Lecture Bureau, 803 West Madiso 
Street, Chicago, 111. 

EAST ST. LOUIS Ryan Walke 

had a splendid meeting here. He hgl 
his audience till 10:30 p.m. 

MARION, IND., reports as follows 
"The course was great. Over 20 
persons Were turned away from th 
Ryan Walker meeting. Walker was a 
his very best. One of our worst critic 
says he is the best he ever saw. 

ST. LOUIS, MO.— W. M. Brandt, th 
secretary reports: "The Kirkpatric! 
meeting here last Sunday was splen 
did. A large crowd gave the speake 
close attention. All of the literatur 
was sold. We could have used doubl 
the amount on hand. 

BRIDGEPORT, CONN.— Anna A 
Maley held a good meeting here. Sh 
gave a first class organization talk 

BATTLE CREEK. MICH., says 
"We liked the lectures given by Com 
rades Seidel, Kirkpatrick and Walker 
They certainly aided the local. 

WEST SALEM, N. C— Comrade A 
F. Hanes reports: "The lecture coursi 
is one of the best we have ever had 
the crowds growing larger with eacl 
meeting until the last night the hous( 
was packed to capacity." 

DANVILLE, ILL.— Comrade Johi 
F. Demlow reports: "The Kirkpatricl 
lecture was received with the sam< 
enthusiasm as Comrade SeidePi 
talk. Applause greeted his ut 
terances at various intervals and n( 
doubt many left the hall with a dif- 
ferent view relative to 'Preparedness 
as advocated by old party politicians 
All of the literature was sold. 



This waste under capitalism profits 
writer was also nominated for that | none but the railroads, 
position, but declined in favor of We have simply been aping cap- 
Thompson, with the statement that i italist parties of the past, 
no member of the party was better ,' They today select representatives 



fitted for the work. 

If the space were given me, I could 
show in detai 1 the utter baselessness 
of every statement and implication 



a bird wings and tell it not to fly, as j made by Katterfeld. Such a letter 



Start Now! 
Begin the 1916 Campaign for 
HALF A MILLION SOCIALIST 
WOMEN VOTES IN 1916! 



f'opyritrhted 1916 by 
Josephjpi; Conger Kaneko. 




Make that your slogan, you Jimmy Higginses! THINK 
of having HALF A MILLION SOCIALIST WOMEN vot« 
the ticket in 1916! THINK of HALF A MILLION WOMEN 
registering their protests against "preparedness" and the 
whole capitalist system ! YOU must have these effective 
poster stamps. Paste them on your envelopes, literature, 
walls — on any surface. START NOW! There's no time like 
NOW to begin! You can get these stamps at 25 cents pel 
100— $2.50 per 1000. Mail your orders NOW and get into the 
campaign for 

HALF A MILLION SOCIALIST 
WOMEN VOTES IN 1916! 

Address: THE NATIONAL OFFICE, SOCIALIST PARTY, 

803 W. MADISON ST., CHICAGO. 



to give the capitalist a large, well 
trained army and expect him to re- 
frain from using it, to benefit himself 
in a material way, whether it be by 
crushing labor's march for freedom 
or by grinding out the national life of 
a weaker people for commercial 
reasons. 

The details that Comrade Berger 
says could easily be worked oat would 
be altogether in the hand (5 of the 
ruling class and I don' think that even 
Berger himself is gullible enough to 
expect anything that would favor the 
workers to form any part of these 
details. 

No, the graduate of this capitalistic 
institution would not emerge a rebel 
and enemy of capitalism for part of 
the education would be to permeate 
him with the beauties of the system 
and to instil in him the sort of patrio- 
tic ferver that makes him forget his 
class, family and home and o*?er him- 
self as a sacrifice to the War-Lords. 

No, it wont do. This is the German 
system of efficiency, modified some 
what, but nevertheless it is what disr 
rupted the International and put our 
European Comrades in the trenches. 
And any Socialist who advocates pre- 
paredness of this kind is not the one 
to help write the National Platform 
as the N. E. C. may be called up to 
do.— I. G. SCOTT. 



ABOUT THE CANDIDATES.— In 

a recent issue of The American So- 
cialist there appeared a very good 
statement of the position of the 
various candidates for office, Party 
and otherwise, on the problem of pre- 
paredness. 

It occured to me, as I read these 
explanations of the candidates on the 
matter of preparedness, that if there 
could be printed in an issue of the 
paper in the very near future, a 
statement of the preparation, exper- 
ience, and the result of the work of 
the various candidates in the working 
class movement, it would be a great 
help to the layman who does not get 
a chance to learn the facts as to the 
ability of the different candidates. I 
should like at least to see something 
of this sort for the Comrades who are 
up for Executive Secretary, and those 
for Executive Committee, or at any 
rate the 10 or 15 who ran highest in 
the nomination. 



ought not to have found its way into 
print in . a Socialist publication. It is 
one of the weaknesses of our party 
organization that we have no pro- 
vision for taking official cognizance of 
such mischievous slanders and for 
disciplining the offender. 

Every loyal Socialist appreciates 
the sterling service of Carl D. Thomp- 
son. Every intelligent Socialist ap- 
preciates the value of the work of the 
Information Department. Largely 
thru the efforts of that Department, 
Socialist utterances have come to 
command respect, and Socialist ad- 
ministration in the municipalities has 
been intelligent and efficient. The 
word "Education" which to many So- 
cialists had meant nothing more than 
the learning by rote of a few cast- 
iron phrases, has come to mean n 
schooling in Socialist principles and 
in current problems and Socialist 
methods of dealing with them. 

There are still some Socialists left 
— far too many — who cling to the 
phrases; but the work of education 
goes steadily lorward, and one of its 
greatest stimuli has been the aid 
given by the Information Department. 
Due to many causes, of which the 
European war is a principal one, the 
party membership and vote have fal- 
len off — as they have declined before 
and will decline again;, but to attri- 
bute any part of this reaction to the 
work of the Information Department 
is to speak from malice and not from 
understanding. 

Katterfeld's ridiculous praise of 
himself as the head of the Lyceum 
department may be passed over in 
silence. There is rto well-informed So- 
cialist that will .give it the least 
measure of support. But his vicious 
assault on Thompson and the In- 
formation Department ought not to 
be ignored. In every local and branch 
and in every Socialist publication, it 
ought to be taken up and refuted. 
The disruptive elements in the So- 
cialist Party have had altogether too 
much to say, and it is about time to 
call a halt.— W. J. GHENT. 



A WORD ABfOUT A CANDIDATE. 
— The composition of the National 
Executive Committee for the coming 
year is a matter of the greatest irn^ 
portance. This committee will per 
haps haveonuch to do with the Nation 



from industrial rather than geogra- 
phical divisions. 

We, upon the contrary, select our 
committees according latitude and 
longitude. In some mysterious man- 
ner the result is supposed to bring 
democracy into our Party. 

In order to have an efficient com- 
mittee, is it absolutely imperative 
that the members of it reside a couple 
of thousand miles from headquarters ? 
— B. BLUMENBERG, Battle- Creek, 
Mich. 



MUNICIPAL MARKETS.— Due to 
instruction of the Legislative Com- 
mittee of the Socialist Party. I am 
writing to ask that you insert a notice 
asking all comrades having any 
knowledge of municipal markets, to 
communicate with the Legislative 
Committee of Canton, 111. We have 
the problem to deal with according 
to the instruction of the Local that 
we take the matter up with the in- 
tention of introducing an ordinance in 
the City Council thru our aldermen, 
for the establishment of such an in- 
stitution in Canton. 

As we haven't the information 
bureau to go to any more it leaves us 
in about the same position as the man 
without a country. We have been 
trying for some time to get informa- 
tion but don't seem to progress much, 
for the sources we have applied to so 
far have not been able to give us any- 
thing of value. As a happy thought 
some of the comrades suggested that 
something in The American Socialist 
might get us some place and directed 
me to act on the suggestion. 

We would like to hear from towns 
of about ten thousand population that 
have such markets. — EMMA B. DEN- 
NEY, Secretary Legislative Commit- 
tee, Socialist Party, Canton, 111. 

In the School Board election in 

Seattle, Wash., last week, the Social- 
ist candidate received 6,122 votes in a 
total of 18,298 cast. The gain was 
1,200 aver the high vote of two years 
ago. , 



The Carpenter And 
The Rich Man. 

A FEW copies of this book left. 
This was a regular dollar 
book, but we will send you one or 
more copies at the price of 50 cents, 
postage paid. — Socialist Party, 803 
W. Madison St., Chicago. 



How To Become 
Naturalized. 

THE National Office publishes 
the best booklet of information 
on Naturalization. You need it to 
instruct that friend or relation who 
is about to undergo the examina- 
tion. Price only 10 cents. — Social- 
ist Party, 803 W. Madison St., Chi- 
cago. 



The Road To Power. 

MANY thousands of Kautsky's 
great book, "The Road to 
Power," have been sold. The 
original price was 25c per copy. 
We bought a lot at a cheap price 
and can let you have them at 10 
cents each. This is a classic and 
should be read by every Socialist. 
Order now.— Socialist Party, 803 
W. Madison St., Chicago. 



HILLQUIT-GOMPERS DEBATE. 

IF YOU have not read it you 
should. The labor union position, 
a la Gompers, and the socialist 
position are clearly stated, and in 
a most interesting way. It is 
especially good for union men and 
women. Thousands already sold at 
20 cents each. We still have some 
left, which you can have at 10 
cents each. Stock up with these. 
They will be good as long as Gom- 
pers is President of the A. F. of L. 
—Socialist Party, 803 W. Madison 
St., Chicago. 



RUSSELL AND HIS WAR VIEWS. 

— It is not necessary I should say that 
I have no sympathy with the views 
recently expressed by Comrade Char- 
les Edward Russell on the question of 
preparedness for war. All capitalist 
governments and all ruling and ex- 
ploiting classes are alike to me. My 
fight as an international socialist is 
against them all and I have no pre- 
ference among them. I have not a 
particle of national pride or jingo 
patriotism and the only preparedness 
of a fighting nature that I have any 
interest in is the preparedness of the 
world's proletariat, thru sound educa- 
tion and revolutionary economic and 
political organization, to smash the 
world's ruling classes and wipe their 
robber regime from the face of jhe 
earth. 

But widely as I differ with Comrade 
Russell upon this vital question I 
honor the man for having the courage 
of his convictions and I want to say 
that it requires moral courage of the 
highest order to take the position he 
has taken and fearlessly and frankly 
express himself in the face of a host- 
ile and overwhelming opposition. Few 
men in history have had the moral 
heroism to do that. Wendell Phillips 
was one and Charles Edward Russell 
is another. Grievously mistaken as I 
believe him to be, I am bound tp 
respect his moral integrity. 

There is no instance in American 
politics where a man in order to be 
true to his own conscience deliberately 
forfeited the nomination for the pre- 
sidency of the United States. Russell 
did this. I think there is no doubt that 
but for his utterance on the question 
of preparedness, on the very eve of 
the nomination, he would have been 
chosen as the standard bearer of the 
party in the coming campaign. Such 
men, however mistaken, are all too 
rare in the world. 

I am led to say this much because 
of recent harsh criticisms of Russell 
which have appeared in" these columns, 



FRED WARREN 



The Fighting Editor 



WILL BE AVAILABLE 
FOR 

SPEAKING DATES AT 
PICNICS, OUTINGS, 
ENCAMPMENTS and 
INDOOR MEETINGS 

FROM 
JUNE 1st TILL NOV. 7th 



For dates and terms address 

LECTURE BUREAU 

National Office Socialist Party 
803 W. Maiison Street 
Chicago, III. 



